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" In addition, all three may be studied by the use
of instrumental techniques, i.e., instrumental phonetics,
although it should be noted that the best instrument we
have at our disposal is the human ear. There is no re-
placerent for the ear and the connections it has with the
brain and the production mechanism. Above all the student
should begin his work in phonetics with an ear-training
course. He should learn to discriminate and identify
sounds by ear and be able to describe and transcribe them
accurately on the basis of what he has heard. This aspect
of the science is strongly developed in the European tra-
dition but poorly so in the United States, where many
otherwise knowledgeablé and well-known scholars in the
field often make errors because of their weak ear-training
and try to cover up by claiming either that ear-training
is unimportant or that claims to expertise are spurious
or that instruments are more precise and reliable. The
fact is, however, that instfuments are often precise just
when one does not want them to be so, i.e., they "hear"”
things that the ear does not, and as to being reliable-
well, they wsually are, but one has to know how to inter-
pret what they fell us.

The reader may be confused at this stage. Is the au-

thor trying to play down the role of instrumental phone-
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tics? Obviously not, since he is about to expand on the
joys and usefulness of the phonetics laboratory, but he
18 trying to say that one should not walk into a labora-
tory with an untrained ear and expect to solve one's pro-
blems merely by speaking into one end of a machine and
getting the answers out at the other. The ear must be
trained, used, and trusted. Instruments merely confirm
and quantify.

The last sentence is undoubtedly an overstatement.
but, for all that, it is not a bad motto for the student
to carry around over his heart."
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