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Estimation of Old Climate and the Radial Growth
of Trees since 1782 in South Korea
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(Dept. of Biology, Chung-Ang University)

ABSTRACT

The fluctuation of old climate was studied by the analysis of radial growth in trees, since
1782, For the effects of environmental factors on the radial growth, the authors proposed the
relative radial growth(Rg) concept modified the emperical equation of Fritts (1969) as
follow:

Yt=aet

Yt : theoretical annual ring width time 2
a and b : constants in different tree species
Rg=Yt/YVt
Rg : ratio of real radial growth to theoretical growth with age
Y? : real annual radial growth
Used the Rg value, the relationship between climatic conditions and the radial growth

during 70 years was investigated, and the fluctuations in climate during the last 200 years

with the historical records was detected.
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19665 4H, 1974).
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Table 1. The trees and their ages sampled

Individ-

wal no. Sampling site Age

Plant name

1 Abies holophylla Maxim. Hongcheon 200

2 A.  holophylla Maxim. Hongcheon 200
3 A.  holophylla Maxim. Hongcheon 160
4 A.  holophylla Maxim. Gwangreung 130
5 A. holophylla Maxim. Gwangreung 110
4 A.  holophylla Maxim. Gwangreung 44
7 A.  nephrolepis Maxim. Gwangreung 45
8 Picea koraiensis Nakai Gwangreung 45
9 P. abies (L.) Karst. Gwangreung 45
Lariz gmelini var. pri-
10 ncipis-ruprechtii(Ma- Gwangreung 37
yr.) Pilger
li L,Gordégptolepis(s‘ etZ.) Gwangreung 47
12 Pinus koraiensis S. et Z. Gwangreung 47
13 parviflora S. et Z. Gwangreung 41

strobus L.
rigida Mill.

banksiana Lambert Gwangreung 48

Gwangreung 41
Gwangreung 48
sylvestris L. Gwangreung 51
pungens Lam. Gwangreung 48
densiflora S. et Z. Gwangreung 99
densiflora S. et Z. Hongcheon 140
densiflora S. et Z. Hongcheon 150
densiflora S. et Z.
23 P. densiflora S. et Z.
24 Thuja occidentalis L.

3
Mwvvvy Y v

Hongcheon 60
Hongcheon 50
Gwangreung 43

- Populus euramericana

25 Guinier Chuncheon 18
26 Castanea crenata S. etZ. Gwangreung 48
27 ng;:;‘lfﬂicuti”ima Gwangreung 45
28 Q. c acutissima Gwangreung 45
arruth.
29 Q. variabilis Bl Gwangreung 64
30 Q. mongolica Fisch. Gwangreung 56
31 Q. serrata Thunb. Gwangreung 41
32 Zelkova serrata Makino Gwangreung 47

33 Robinia pseudo-acacia L. Gwangreung 60

34 Acer triflorum Kom. Hongcheon 100

a=675X10718 771107121792 X 10°14-0. 49239
t=monthly mean temperature(°C)

Moisture index (Im)
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Im=1/n(100s ~60d)
s : water surplus(mm/Yr)
d : water deficiency (mm/Yr)
n : potential evapotranspiration(mm/Yr)
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Fig. 2. Change of annual ring, width growth, along
the age increase in Abies holophylia.
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Table 2. The constant @ and & in 34 trees by Fritts’s equation(r : coefficient of correlation). For

Lee et al. : The Old Climate and the Radial Growth

individual no. see table 1

219

Individual no. a b r Individual no. a b r
1 0. 44 0.0127 0.85 18 4.28 —0.0269 —0.65
2 1.63 0. 0077 0.58 19 3.13 —0.0122 ~0.57
3 1.26 0. 0045 0.56 20 4.14 —0.0160 ~0.80
4 10. 47 —~0.0307 -0.01 0l 5 8 —0.0108 0. 69
5 7.08 —0.0319 —0.80 22 7.35 —0.0378 —0.35
6 6.65 —0.0497 0.92 23 5.86 —0.0141 —0.41
7 4.67 -0.0235 —0.75 24 3.98 —~0.0025 0.20
8 4.51 ~0.0185 -0.73 25 23.95 —~0. 0657 ~0.85
o 4 fo —0-0179 —0.36 26 4.52 —0.0182 ~0. 44

10 6. 50 —-0.0370 —0.63 o7 - 16 0. 0387 .82
11 6.80 —0.0433 ~0.76 28 3.67 —0.0222 ~0.91
12 7.82 —0.0507 ~0.95 29 1.32 0. 0070 0.53
13 4.91 --0. 0289 0. 80 30 4.08 0. 0364 ~0.93
14 3.05 0.0117 0.75

” 31 5.23 —~0.0225 —0.49
15 570 00306 -0 32 2.91 0. 0040 0.27
16 4.70 —~0.0177 ~0.48 33 4.30 —0.0367 —0.92
17 8.87 —0.0759 ~0.71 34 3.88 —0.0190 —-0.48
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Table 3. Warmth index(WI), coldness index (Cl), mean temperature(Temp.), annual precipitation(Prec.),
potential evapotranspiration(PE), water surplus(s), water deficiency(d) and moisture index(Im}
1908 to 1980, Seoul

Year WI  CI  Temp. Prec. PE s d Im Year WI CI  Temp. Prec. PE S d Im

(°C-  (°C- (°C) (mm) (mm (mm (mm (°C. (°C- (“C) (mm) (mm (mm (mm
month)month) /yry /yr) /yr) month) month) /yr)y /yr) /yr)
1980 95.1 —20.5 10.8 1242z 709 494 O 70 1944 100.0 —-23.6 10.9 1089 733 334 0 46
1979 101.5 ~12.0 12.4 1279 744 576 8 77 1043 103.9 -25.6 1.7 647 764 440 140 —5
1978 107.4 —18.3 12.4 1161 773 409 4 53 1942 97.0 --24.6 10.9 1131 730 430 29 57
1977 109.2 ~25.2 12.3 1146 779 375 8 48 194l 957 --22.7 1.1 1004 7I12 382 0 54
076947 179 114 L0 76 415 2L 56 g g5y con1 107 2135 708 1396 0 197
1975 110.3 ~19.7 12.5 1067 779 287 0 37 1939 107.9 —25.8 12.0 639 785 70 186 —5
1974 94.3 —24.2 11.1 1387 710 679 0 96 1938 100.0 - 29.2 11.0 1059 740 319 0 43
1973 102.1 --13.9 12.0 928 756 173 0 23 1937 102.2 —-20.4 11.5 1063 747 316 0 42
1972 96.4 —16.0 11.9 1770 725 1044 25 142 1936 92.4 —37.6  ©.9 1532 692 852 18 122
1971°100.2 -23.0 115 1360 726 658 0 9L g5 e 16 115 1202 728 479 0 66
1970 101.9 —26.7 11.3 1708 735 971 0 132 1934 9.4 —29.1 10.2 1245 698 547 0 7
1969 95.5 —20.2 10.8 1737 713 1026 O 144 1933 97.1 -29.3 10.6 1401 718 682 0 95
1968 101.8 —29.0 11.7 1289 745 568 24 74 1932 100.4 -20.6 11.8 941 743 198 0 27
1967 106.2 —26.3 11.6 1249 771 478 o0 62 1931 95.6 —-24.9 11.0 1383 716 672 0 94
1966 100.8 —21.8 11.5 2019 742 1277 0 172 1930 104.3 —17.6 11.9 1627 760 867 0 114
1965 100.7 ~22.5 11.3 1216 735 gus 117 gz 000 1010 283 1LG L0 ARG 050
1964 103.9 ~18.7 12.1 1794 753 o6 o ggo OO0 100-2 7205 L2103 TS a0 a2
1965 98.7 -25.0 1L1 162 732 ggo o 190 1927 100-1 -2n5 L2 1270 734 836 0 73

, 1926 95.8 —25.6 10.6 1823 718 1104 0 154

1962 98.1 —21.1 11.6 986 729 258 0 35
1961 108.6 —92.8 19.3 1437 775 37 o0 g2 1925 97.8 —28.6 10.9 1934 71T 1172 0 163
1924 101.5 --25.7 11.3 1001 746 387 87 45
1960 103.4 —15.5 12.1 1188 750 468 4 62 1993 o535 —20.4 10.8 1105 727 468 0 64
1959 1011 —13.7 12.0 1371 746 G625 0 84  |g99 101.4 —26.9 11.0 1353 740 793 0 107
1958 98.1 —23.7 11.6 1325 733 646 54 81 g9 9o 1 -oL8 1L1 072 716 28 0 33
1957 03.7 —348 10.5 1220 692 54 16 7T Lo e cos o930 0 125
1956 91.6 231 10.1 1701 695 1007 0 5 oo e s 40 o 57
1955 98.2 —24.0 11.5 1231 731 484 0 66 1918 92.5 —30.6 10.6 1132 704 442 0 6
1954 97.9  — 11.4 1436 713 738 0 104 1917 96.8 --31.0 10.0 982 720 262 0 36
1953 - - T oI - = = 1916 944 197 L0 1710 700 1010 0 144
Wz = = = = = = T T g15 96.9 271 1.0 1578 Tl4 864 0 121
Wt — = = = = T T T 9141036 —18.8 122 1263 760 439 0 68
1950 — —184 — — — — — — 1913 91.0 —33.8 10.2 918 683 306 1z 43
1949 100.0 —14.5 11.7 634 736 55 67 2 1912 88.7 - 226 10.2 1120 684 445 65
1048 97.8 —28.2 11.7 1481 735 746 0 101 111 oa1 967 10.8 1067 710 357 50

1496 680 810 0 119 1410 o1

1947 89.5 —31.9 O
1 1406 735 677 0 92

1946 101.6 —23. 11.

w D
-1
~1
fen}
(=]
o
33]

0

0
8 --26.6 10.3 1021 691 327 O 47

1909 93.9 --26.2 10.5 82 0
1945 96.6 —36.2 10.4 1562 707 855 0O 121 1908 91.4 —28.6 10.4 1066 692 373 O
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Table 4. The frequency of warm winter (W), cold
summer (C), drought(D), heavy rain(R),
heavy snow(S) and famine(F) from 1401

to 1900

i)—tiration WoC B D R S F C/CLD
1401~1450 1 1 3 0 6 0.25
1451~1500 1 0 4 2 0 7 0
1501~1550 2 0 2 2 0 4 0
1561~1600 3 3 4 0 5 0.50
1601~1650 2 6 6 4 10 0.30
1661~1700 0 5 7 2 2 25 0. 42
1701~1750 0 3 7 2 0 13 0. 30
1751~1800 0 2 1 5 0 8 0. 67
1801~1850 ¢ 0 0 15 0 1 0
1851~1900 0 1 2 11 0 1 0.33
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