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Occurence of Alopecia After Open Heart Surgery
(6 Cases Report)

J.S. Im, M.D.*, S.W. Yoo, M.D.*, HH. Choi, M.D.*, ].S. Chang, M.D.*

Occipital alopecia after Open Heart Surgery under the Cardiopulmonary bypass is an uncomon minor com-

plication. We had experienced Occipital alopecia in 6 cases after Open Heart Surgery.

The cause of the alopecia was transient circulatory disturbance due to pressure effect of the patient’s

head and intraoperative hypotension.

The prodromal symptoms of the alopecia were erythema, itching and watery discharge, but some

patients showed non-specific symptoms.

The common site of the alopecia was right occipital region and the size was 2-4 cm in diameter,

The regrowih of the hair was completed at postoperative 3 to 5 months without specific treatment except

conservative treatment.

Fortunately the postoperative alopecia is a self-limiting condition, and spontaneous regrowth of hair is

the rule without other complications.
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Table. Summary of six cases of postoperative (pressure) alopecia

Case 1 2 3 4 5 6

Age & sex 17M 17/F 22/F 33/M 27/F 19/M

Diagnosis AR & MR AR & MR ASD & MSr MS ASD & MSr AS/MR

Op. Date 83.3.8 83.3.15 83.10.22 84.4.12 84.4.19 84.6.12

Op. Name MRV & AVR  MVR & AVR Patch repair MVR Patch repair MVR &

AVR

Op. Duration (min) 570 540 510 500 480 580

Bypass time (min) 267 248 170 169 217 237

Pastop. ventilation 18 16 14 17.5 15.6 24

(Hrs)

Heparinization (mg) 140 120 125 175 110 150

Warfarin/Day (mg) 3.75 2.5 3.75 5 3,75 3.75

Scalp symptoms Erythema, Erythema, Itching, Erythema, Erythema, Eruthema,
Itchihg, watery yellow cluster. water discharge. water discharge. watery discharge Itching.
discharge culster. |

Hair Joss first 5 8 9 8 7 6

noted day -

Complete regrowth 12 10 16 14 16 19

(weeks)

Position of Right Right Right Right Right

Alopecia Occiput Occiput Occiput Occiput Occiput

Size of the 2x1.5 2.2x2 2x3 3x2.5 4x3 2x3

alopedia (cm)
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