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A Geographical Study on the Process of Modern City
Forming as Opening Port: A Case Study of Kunsan

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine the
internal structuring process of modern city in-
fluenced by political and socioeconomic forces
from the establishment of the concession at
Kunsan port in 1899 to the abolition of the
concession in 1914, Kunsan, which belonged to
Buk-myun Okgu-kyun before opening a port,
had fulfilled its function as a collecting and
distributing center of rice since Kunsan-chang,
the storehouse of grains for taxes paid by neigh-
boring seven Eups, and Kunsanjin, the fortress
to protect these facilities were established in the
17th century. But the tax reform in 1894 made
Kunsan lose its function as a collecting and
distributing center of rice, then the settlements
in Bukjeonggu and its adjacent hill area declined.

As opening a port, changing process of urban
structure and its expansion in Kunsan influenced
by emergence of new urban functions, an in-
crease in population, and the introduction of
new transportation system, can be summarized;

1) The Formation Period of the Concession

(1899~1903)

The central low area, the first demarcated
areas possible to dwell in, was designed for grid
pattern. At the beginning of the process, the
concession at open port was established, and the

civic centers were formed at Bukjeonggu, which

Youn, Jeong-Suk*

were the center of Korean settlers before opening
a port, under the control of Japanese power,
But Korean people lived in the concession area
redistributed in the side of Cheonjugado, the
road from Kunsan to Cheonju, and the new
pattern of Korean settlement formed differently
from that of Japanese settlement.

2) The Period of Opening and Maintenance

of Roads(1904~1908)

The Russo-Japanese War brought about the
expansion of the commercial function of Kunsan.
The opening of Cheonkungado, the road from
Cheonju to Kunsan, caused additional change of
urban sturcture. The overall expansion of built-
up area was progressed, and especially in con-
nection with exports of rice the banking facili-
ties and storehouses were appeared at Hon-machi-
dori (4 HJ3#), the mills and iron works and other
factories at Naniwa-machi GB{EET) and Saiwai-
machi (:2R7). Korean settlements on the side of
Cheonjugado were expanded to the hill area such
as Gaebokdong, Gubokdong and others.

3) The Period of Opening Railroad (1909~

1913)

The spatial expansion of Kunsan was largely
influenced by the abolition of the concession
after the Japanese annexation and the opening
of Kunsan railroad. Together with the outward
of built-up areas, some urban functions were
transferred to Meiji-machidori (BI¥4MT5E) and
Sakae-machi (24517), and then those area became

“Geography, i(_orean Geographical Society, No. 32, pp.74-99, 1985.

*Graduate School, Kyoto University



a new central zone.

The Japanese influence gradually expanded
out of the concession area, and many Korean
residential area grew so disorderly that it showed
a clear distinction with Japanese residence.

A clear-cut difference between residential and

commercial area was not shown at this stage,
but a series of regional development connected
from Kunsan station at Sakae-machi to harbor
at Hon-machi-dori manifested the characteristics
as an export port and began to bring about the

differentiation of its functional area in Kunsan.



