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The Regional Structure of Cement Distribution in Korea

Since the rapid economic growth in the
1960’ s, with an increased demand for cement,
the tendency to use ready-mixed concrete and
transport in bulk has increased.

In recent years some geographical studies on
the distribution, most of them dealing with
commerce, were published, but only a few of
them are concerned with distribution of goods,
especially that of manufacturing products. For
this reason, the aims of this paper are to clarify
the regional structure and its mechanism by
physical distribution channel of cement through
investigating the flow of cement from the cement
factories to the consumers.

The results are as follows:

(1) The system of cement transportation in
bulk and the location of branch plants, which
has been changed in the physical distribution
by the rationalization of transportation such as
the use of bulk truck and bulk container, has
expansed the physical distributional base of the
consuming regions, and has acclerated the rea-
dy-mixed concrete industry.

(2) The 61.8% of cement production has been
produced in Gangwon and Chungcheong Buk
Do (province), The numbers of inland cement
plant are more than seaside cement plants, but
in the production of per cement plant seaside
cement plant is more than inland cement plant.
The phenomenon results from in a low of tra-
nsportation cost by ship.

(3) According to the volumes of shipping, the

distributing area of an inland plant is classified

Ju-Seong Han*

into the type of nationwide market and the type
of regional market. And the distributing area
of a seaside plant is the type of nationwide
market regardless of volumes of shipping, but
the patterns of distributing area varies according
to the transport mode.

(4) Branch plants are conspicuously agglom-
erate in major consuming regions and coastal
industrial cities. And in the distributing area of
branch plants the rates of distribution of Do
where the branch plants are located is higher.
But the distributing areas of a seaside branch
plants are wider than the narrow inland plant
areas. Major distributing areas of inland branch
plants are Seoul, Gyeonggi and Gyeongsang
Buk Do and seaside branch plant areas are
Busan, Jeonra Nam Do, Gyeongsang Nam Do.
Therefore major distributing areas are different
according to their locational patterns.

(5) The ready-mixed concrete industry, which
also changed the distribution of cement, is a
typical distributional and manufacturing industry
which combines manufacturing with transporta-
tion. Thus, the number of plants has been
rapidly increased since 1975, As it is rather
easy to invest on a ready-mixed concrete plant,
the majority of enterprises were set up by ent-
repreneurs of various industries such as cement
dealers, gravel dealer and builders.The location
of the plants is largerly affected by marketing
of cement makers.

(6) The spatial patterns of ready-mixed con-

crete appear the regional differentiation by the

Geography, Korean Geographical Society, No. 31, pp.1-15, 1985.
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volumes of demand, that is, Gangnam, Gangd-
ong, Yeongdungpo, Gangseo, Dongdaemoon,
Dobong and Seongdong wards are major demand
region and 10 others wards are subsidiary dem-
and region. And Gangnam, Gangdong, Dongd-
aemoon, Dobong and Seongdong wards are major
distributing areas of the ready-mixed concrete

plants of eastern district in Seoul, and Gangseo
and Yeongdungpo wards are major distributing
area of the ready-mixed concrete plants of wes-
tern district in Seoul. Subsidiary demand regions
has been supplied from the ready-mixed concrete
plants of eastern and western districts.



