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may alter ecology of hospital flora, e.g., ami-

kacin, carbenicillin-ticarcillin.

1. Establishment of guidelines and audits of anti-

microbial usage that permit the hospital staff

to set standards of usage based on local needs

and judgments, guided by independent criteria,

Audit is based on voluntary compliance with

these standards but requires a well-structured

channel for authoritative feedback.

Table Table 6

Procedures for salik envir nmental surveillance

in infection control.

I. Procedures for which benefit is established
and/or regulations are mandated
A. Procedures aiding investigation of problems

of patient infection

B. Procedures done without regard to infection

1. Effectiveness of steam and ethylene oxide

sterilezers

2. Sterility of products prepared in hospital
shown to present risk of contamination
(e.g., infant formula or hy peralimentation
fluids prepared in hospital, breast milk col-
lected for group use)

3. Effectiveness of decontamination and/or
disinfection of instruments (endoscopes,
inhalation therapy equip ment, physical the-
rapy equipment, etc.)

II. Procedures for which benefit is less well esta-
blished

A. Cultures of “high-risk” patients[28] t

B. Cultures of dialysis fluid [31)

C. Determination of changes in hospital flora
when a new procedure or piece of equipment
is introduced [4]

D. “Practice” for outbreaks

E. Support of educational efforts
1. Handwashing demonstrations

2. Housekeeping



