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A User Study on Characteristics of Bibliographic Materials
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Abstract

Since with the information explosion more and more bibliographic materials are continually
being produced, the need for improvement of the design of bibliographic materials is urgent
for quicker and easier use. One questionaire survey concerned with user preference on 7
Korean bhibliographic materials was carried out and got the result that two of those 7 systems,
Annual Index to Korean Periodicals, Theses for the Doctor’'s & Master’'s Degree in Korea
are used most frequently and there are also lots of user discontent about currency, coverage,
subject heading, layout and typography.

The other study was an experimental searching on 4 Korean bibliographic materials to find
out whose coding system is most efficient in information searching. According to the result
all of those 4 bibliographic materials are very low in retrieval ratio and Anaual Index to
Korean Periodicals shows the lowest retrieval ratio.

The conclusion suggests that deeper and wider investigation should be carried out as one of

national projects for the most useful and efficient presentation of bibliographic materials.
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