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Relational indexing; theory and practice
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Abstract

The intellectual organization of information for storage and retrieval is one of the problem
areas of information science. But the most of the methods have been developed are based on
the coordination of keywords by Booclean logic or traditional classification systems.

It is necessary to ‘include in indexing process not just concepts or keywords, but also to
express explicitly the relationship between them. Farradane believed that such a system should
be founded on the psychology of thinking and developed an outline structure for concept
-organization and a series of explicit relations.

The system of relational operators provides nine symbols which enable the semantic relatio-
nship between any two concepts to be explicitly specified in a analet.

With the addition of the permutations of such analets, formed according to simple rules,
alphabetical arrangement of the first term provides a complete logical subject index.

Relational indexing as the basis of an indexing language has the potential to offer improved
retrieval performance.
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