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A Study of the Munheongak and

Munheongaksomog

Nam, Kwon-Heui*

Abstract

This is an analytical study on Munheongak (GZERE) and it's
-catalogue.

The major objective of the study is to get a recognition of Mun-
heongak under the culture of Sukjong (%% period in Korean library
history.

Most of early studies made on such a category have been concen-
trated on Jiphyunjeon (2%, Hongmungwan (B30 fE), Kyujanggak
(Z=ZpB) and their backgrounds.

In this study, the author has investgated Kungwolji (BEEZE),
Munheongakseomg (SCERRE#H) and other materials related to this
subject.

The findings of the study can be summarized as follows:

1. Munheongak was established by king Sukjong in the 26th year
of his reign. According to some records of Kungkwolji, the reason of
-establishment of the library was to arrange the collection in the Sango
(R consisted of various kinds of materials. In case of books, most
-of them turned out to be Korean books.

2. Munheongak was sited to the estern side of Kyunghyundang (G
i), which was located on the Kyungdeokgung (BE#EE). After
Youngjo (&) the place was called Kyungheuigung (BEEEE) so as

* Instructor, Kyungpook National University
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to avoid the name of the precedent king. But these days, both the
buildings are not to be found.

3. After its establishment, the library could not play the role as a
library because of the then political situation and sectionalism. During
the period of the revival of the learning from Youngjo till Jeongjo
(IFil) the function of the library was in a stagnant state. Kyujanggak
played the part in its place.

4. Referring to the collection management, the Munheongakseomog
is equipped with 101 titles, 2,525 volumes, which are arranged by
means of the traditional Chinese classification system.

5. The classification scheme is based on the traditional Chinese
classification system which might divide all subjects into four cate-
gories such as: Confucian classics division, Historical documents
division, Master’s division, and Collection of literature division.

Some illustrations reveal that the classification system was directly
influenced by Seogoseomg (FEMHiFEF) : the influence reflected in the
classes for the translated literature and writings, poems, genealogy

about kings, etc.

But some subdivisions such as a class of Annals, Historical Epcerpts
were omitted in the classification scheme, which did not strike the
balance in the system in terms of the present theory of classification.

Most of bibliographical descriptions were also influenced by Seogoseo-

mog but some elements were partly omitted.

6. The special feature of the collection building is the absence of
books in Collection of literature division except only three kinds of
books in examining the Munheongakseomog.

Since this is rather a comprehensive study for such aspects as histor-
ical backround, catalogue, and cultural environment of Munheongak
and its related record, it is advised that further and additional

research should be made.



