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=Abstract=

A Study on the Utilization of Health Subcenter in a Rural Area

Shin Dong Sun, M.D.
Department of Preventive Medicine, College of Medicine, Ewha Women's University

(Directed by Professor Choi Sam Sup, M.D.)

In order to know about the utilization of health subcenter in a Korean rural community, a study

was carried out through analyzing the records on the outpatients in Su-Dong Health Subcenter du-

ring 5 years from 1978 to 1982, and the following results were obtained.

1

The annual utilization rate of health subcenter of Su-Dong Myun showed decreasing tendency
such as 946.6 in 1978, 886.4 in 1979, 736.5 in 1980, 708.3 in 1981 and 609.1 in 1982 per
1, 000 people.

In terms of annual utilization rate of health subcenter by sex, utilization rate of female
was higher than that of male such as in 1978 (male 908.6, female 986. 3), 1979 (male 819.
2, female 956.7) and 1981 (male 686. 0, female 731.5) except 1980(male 790. 0, female 683. 3)
and 1982(male 632.7, female 585.0).

Every year the 5 major diseases of the new patients cared in health subcenter were the same
as follows; Diseases of the Respiratory System, Diseases of the Digestive System, Diseases of

the Skin and Subcutaneous Tissue, Accident Poisoning and Violence, and Diseases of the

. Nervous System and Sensory Organ.

In terms of annual utilization rate of health subcenter by age, utilization rate of 0~4 year
group was highest every year such as 3,666.0 in 1978, 3,232.5 in 1979, 2,819.0 in 1980,
2,361. 4 in 1981 and 2408.7 in 1982 per 1, 000 people.

The average visiting times per case to health subcenter were not much different every year
such as 1.75 times in 1978, 1.79 times in 1979, 1.69 times in 1980, 1.79 times in 1981, and
1. 80 times in 1982.

The monthly utilization rates per 1,000 people of health subcenter had two peaks in Febr-
uary(40.9 in 1980 and 86.4 in 1981) and July(84.6 in 1980 and 72.1 in 1981) except 1982.
The distribution of new patients by the source of medical fee payment was follows; comm-
unity health organization member 86.9%, medicaid program 6.5%, and medical insurance

6.6% in 1980 and community health organization member 76.8%, medicaid program 11.4%,



and medical insurance 11.8% in 1981 and community health organization member 78.2%,

medicaid program 14.8% and medical insurance 13.2% in 1982.
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Tablé 2. Utilization Rate of Health Subcenter by Age
in Su-Dong Myun During 1978~1982.
(per 1,000)

Year
Age 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982
group

0~4 3,666.0 3,242.5 2,819.0 2, 361.4 2,408.7

5~9 966.9 924.8 . 882.7 840.9 892.4
10~14 497.6 495.4 441.6 - 552.7 526.6
15~24 742.0 360.4 3346 401.2 259.2
25~34 918.3 835.9 83l.6 6412 441.1
35~44 972.7 843.2 593.9 657.3 525.3
45~54 745.5 816.2 610.7 6186 536.0
55~64 696.4 734.4 526.9 463.9 462.4
65 over 844.4 878.4  636.4 572.2 5488

Total  946.4 886.4 736.5 708.3 609.1

(No. of

patient) (5,695) (4,939) (3,838) (3,674) (3,207

736.5, 1981wdol 708.3, 19821l 609. 124 =] 7z
&5 o g ch(Table 3).
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Table 3. Comparison of Out-patients of Health Subcenter in Su-Dong Myun During 1978~1982

B3 FAG T, 1982d6] & 71. 9% A wAH 7

g g on 14.8%7 8 n33A, 13.2%7F
HEREIAZA BAA L] LHAZT 52 F ¢ 9
BERPHA AAsE vFo] FAH FAHULE
& 4 A =H(Table 5).

ol FuUF Aars 4 dsvIRAAY €4 F

. — Year
Comparison of Uilior——— 1878 1979 1980 1981 1982
Population(A) 6, 016 5,572 5,211 5, 187 5, 265
No. of patient { New patients (B) 5, 659 4,939 3,838 3,674 3,207
Cummulated patients (C) 9, 956 8,778 6, 493 6,570 5, 694
Utilization Rate per 1,000 (B/A) 946. 6 886. 4 736.5 708. 3 609. 1
Average visiting time(C/B) 1.75 1.79 1. 69 1.79 1. 80
Table 4. Utilization Rate of Health Subcenter by 90,0
' Month in Su-Dong Myun During 1980~
1982 (per 1, 000) 500
Too— Y 1980 1981 1082 g ™
Month ™ __ <~ 50,01
January 28.6 522 285 2 soof
February 40.9 864  42.0 £ 0o
March 63.3 60.7 58.5 2 oo
5 * .
April 57.4 5.5  53.9 o0,
May 54.3 53.4 46.2 10.0
June 77.9 60. 9 52. 6 . .
July 84.6 72.1 65.3 E 2' E § E é 5 g ,;? § :E §
A t 7.9 71. 1 61.2
‘ ugusA 7 Fig. 1. Utilization Rate of Health Subcenter by Mo-
September 79.1 64.2 48.2 nth in Su-Dong Myun During 1980~1982
QOctober 67.5 50.7 53.4
November 58.5 39.7 45.92 7ol 28 o FoletriBds Qg A¥Fe] YAV
December 46.4 393 541 FREel ReE d5us A J5addAe A4
EAA & o] Ego] T3 dHEolet AAAYL, o] &
Total 736.5 708. 3 609. 1 HaeE A2z 9 (108)Pe Zaxze & du
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Table 5. Distribution of Patients by Charged Source of Medical fee in Su-Dong Myun Health Subcenter

During 1980~1981

N 1980 1981 1982
Source of Medical fee No. % No. % No. %
Community Health Development Association 3, 336 86.9 2,822 76.8 2, 308 71.9
Medicaid program 250 6.5 418 11.4 474 14. 8
Insurance program 254 6.6 434 11.8 425 13.2
Total 3,838  100.0 3,674 100. 0 3,207 100.0
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