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A Study on Knowledge, Experience in Venereal Disease and the Needs of Sex
Education for the Middle and High School Students in Urban Area

Yoo Hyang Cho

Korea Institute Population and Health

In order to study middle school and high school students’ knowledge and experiences in
sexually transmitted diseases(STD) and needs of sex education for them, a survey was

conducted at four schools in Seoul from December 7 to 12, 1983. The subject of the survey

was 403 of middle shool students(boy-199,
419, girl-353) who were randomly sampled.

girl-204) and 672 of high school students(boy-

1. Knowledge: The level of students’ knowledge on venereal disease was relatively low.
Boy students have more knowledge on STD than girl students.

2. Experience: 3.7% of the respondents have experiences in venereal disease. 20.0% of
the middle school students and 80.0% of the high school students whom 3.7% of the

respondents.

3. Need of sex education: 32.5% of the respondents suffer from sexual problems and

80.0% of the respondents want to learn more about sex education.
In conclusion, sex education for students is required and should be included in regular

curricula of all level of Korean schools.
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Table 1. Percentage of students who have known menstruation, pregnancy,
contraceptives and veneral disease

Kim(1983)”  Yang(1982)  Jun(1983)% 1983 Survey
menstruation — 93.4% 48.0% - —
Physiology of pregnancy 95.5% 67.2% — 83.8% 97.2%
Venereal Disease — 66.6% 7.6% 41.9% 8.08%
Contraceptives 72.5% — 7.0% — —

(N) ' 469 350 368 403 772

High School  High School Middle Shool MiddleSchool High School

Source : 1) Myung Kim, A study on Knowledge, Attitude and Behavior Related to Sex by Urban High
School Students, The Korean Central Journal of Medicine, 39 : 3, 1980.

2) Sun Hee Yang., A Study on Knowledge, Attitude, Experience in Sex and the Needs of Sex

Education of the Senior High-school Students in Urban Area, The Korean Central Journal

of Medicine, 44 : 2, 1983.

3) Jung Ja Jun, Sex Education for Teenager, The Korean Central Journal of Medicine, 30 :

2, 1976.

Table 2. Percent distribution of students who
known about transmission of venereal

disease

Means of Middle High Total
Transmission school school

Sexual Intercourse  41.9% 80.0% 66.2%
Bath Room 4.0% 3.4% 3.6%
Food —_ 0.3% 0.2%
Don’t Know 53.6% 15.2% 29.5%
Non-Response 0.5% 0.3% 0.4%
Total 100. 0% 100.0% 100. 0%
(N) (401) (672) (1073)
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Table 3. Percentage of students who have sexual

problems.
T Kim?’ Yang?
(1978)  (1o82) 1983 Survey
Boy 65.7% 78.3% 44.8%
Girl 52.0% 16.5% 95.99%
Total 58.4% 68.1% 35.6%

‘Source : 1) Myung I\lm, A study on Knowledge
Attitude and Behavior Related to Sex
by Urban High School Students, The
Korean Central Journal of Medicine,
39 : 3, 1980.

Sun Hee Yang., A Study on Knowle-
dge, Attitude, Experience in Sex and
the Needs of Sex FEducation of the
Senior High-school Stuents in Urban
Area, The Korean Central Journal of
Medicine, 44 : 2, 1983.
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Table 4. Percentage of student who have ever
experienced venereal disease by middle
and high school

M Mg e
Yes 2.0 4.8 3.7
No 59.1 83.8 74.6
Don’t know 38.7 10.7 21.2
Non-Response 0.2 0.7 0.6
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0
(N) (401) (672) (1073)

Table 5. Causes of Infected venereal disease

Content Number Percentag
Sexual contact 15 32.6
Masterbation 1 2.2
Others 1 2.2
Non-response 23 63.0
Total 40 100.0

Table 6. Percentage of Treatment Method which
infected student of Venereal Disease

Content Number  Percentage
No treatment 20 52.1
Visit of drug-store 10 26.1
Visit of physician 4 8.7
Non-response 6 13.0
Total 40 100.0
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‘Table 7. Percentage of need on sex education by
Middle and High School

Middle  High

school school Total
absolutely need 64.5 83.5 76.4
Need 33.2 16.1 21.8
Don’t-Need 1.3 1.4 1.8
Total 100.0 100. 0 100.0
(N) (401) (672) (1073)

Table 8. Source of masscommunication about
venereal disease

Content Number Percentage
Friend 443 48.3
Book 241 26.3
School(teacher) 123 13.4
Film 37 4.0
Parents and Brothers 31 3.4
Others 43 4.7
Total 918 100.0
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