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Social Geographic Study on the Leisure Activities
of the Metropolitan Seoul Residents

Summary

This study analyzes spatial patterns and
characteristics of leisure activities of metro-
politan residents by social groups and residential
areas. The data of the study are derived from
a questionnaire survey conducted in the five
selected residential areas of the city of Seoul.

The major findings of the study are as follows:

The daily leisure activity is primarily static
and passive, while the weekend leisure activity
is mainly dynamic and active. Visiting relatives,
watching T.V., and mountain climbing are the
major leisure activities in the continuous holidays.
Visiting ancestral graves and visiting relatives
are the major activities during the big holiday,
while sea-bathing and sightseeing are the main
leisure activities in the annual leave.

The time and space of the leisure activity
expands, as the leisure itself extends from the
daily to weekend or continuous holidays.

Differences in the pattern of the leisure
activities by the age group are also identified;
that of the forties is more dynamic and active
and spatially broader than that of the thirties,
while the fifties emphasize the activities in the
suburbs of Seoul.

The leisure activity extends spatially as the
educational level of the urban residents gets
higher. Further more, dynamic and active
leisure activities are characteristic among the

people in higher income level than in lower

Sook Hee Park

income level.

The patterns of the leisure activities are also
differentiated by social ranks; the higher ranks
emphasize sports and outside activities with
their family, while the lower ranks maintain
the passive activities and relative- or neighbor-
hood-based activities rather than the family-
based activities.

In a low income area of the fringe of Seoul,
the leisure activities are mainly done in the
houses. In an industrial estate, watching T.V.,
and rest/sleeping are the major weekend leisure
activities. In a traditional middle class residential
area, leisure activities within the downtown
are considerable. In high class new residential
areas and mansion apartment areas, the leisure
activities are dynamic, positive and spatially
extended with focusing sports such as mountain
climbing, fishing, and playing golf and tennis.

Generally speaking, major leisure activities at
weekends are too passive and static(watching
T.V. and rest/sleeping), it is mainly because
facilities and programs for leisure activities in
the near of residential areas are lacking.

Especially as the social weaks (elderly and
the low income class) emphasize leisure activities
within their residential areas, spaces and facil-
ities of leisure activities in the residential envi-
ronment should be developed more actively.

Therefore, it seems to be much desirable, to
give more efforts regional politically in develo-
ping urban leisure facilities and in changing
social perceptions on leisure activities to a more

positive one.

Geogra;;z;;-kgrean Geographical Society, No. 30, pp.41~61, 1984.



