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Current Situation of Sindoan Village in Mt.
Gyeryong, Chungnam Province in Korea

Summary

This study was executed to describe the
current situation of Sindoan in Mt. Gyeryong.
Sindoan is well-known as the place where has
formed by geomancy believers, in addition to
new and quasi-religions in Korea. Sindoan will
no longer exist affer the 30th of June, 1984 as
a result of the regional redevelopment plan.
This is the reason for the survey-to preserve
the documents of the uniqueness of Sindoan.

Fig. 18 can be extracted as the descriptive
mode] from the results of this study. The con-
clusions are as follows:

1) Sindoan is the starting point of the
Taekuk-shaped water and Taekuk-shaped Mts.
which have important meanings in Korean
geomancy. Due to the relationship between
geomany and the famous prophetic book,
Junggam-rok, there arc about fifty religious
establishments.

2) The population of Sindoan increased in
the socially unstable period during the Japanese
rule.

3} The beliefs of the inhabitants of Sindoan
are based on geomancy, religion, and a closed,
low economic society. These beliefs are the

primary factor slow adjustment during an

*Kyung-sik Joo

otherwise fast social change.

4) In Sindoan, the emergence of religious,
social, economic strata among the inhabitant
can be seen. This phenomenon occurs in
accordance with the rapid increase of various
religious establishments and population. Most
of the devotees (laymen)are poor farmers.

5) In the regional redeveloping process,
political economy functions strongly. Sindoan
displays this phenomenon because the rede-
velopment plan is excuted by the administration
without the co-operation of the inhabitants.

6) The land use pattern of Sindoan is in-
tensive, but the economic level is very low
considering there are 4,500 persons. In a
manner of speaking, Sindoan is a totally
depressed area. Vocational aspects and religion
have leading specialized functions, which result
in the circular and cumulative causation effects.

7) Marriage (interaction) patterns also show
the region in Sindoan narrowing. There are
seldom outside marriages in this fifth province.

8> About 80% of the inhabitants have a
positive reaction as far as their move to the
city is concerned. The implication for new
quasi-religions is implicit in their attitude.

9) No one knows how Sindoan will change
after redevelopment, but the geographical

uniqueness will surely vanish.

Geography, Korean Geographical Society, No. 29, 72-88, 1934.
* Assistant Professor (Doctor in Science), Kongju National Teachers College.



