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Residential Segregation by

Ethnic Groups in the Kyongsung-bu

Summary

Many Geographers have studied the city of
Seoul in many ways, but have not dealt with
Seoul under the Japanese rule as a major subject
of research. This study is about Seoul, Kyong-
sung-bu, which was a city of Kyonggi-do and
a central city for carrying out the colonial
policy of Japan. The purpose of this research
is to examine the residential distribution by
ethnic groups in Seoul under the Japanese rule.

To examine the residential segregation, four
ethnic groups were chosen: the Korean, the
original inhabitants in Seoul; the Japanese, the
ruling ethnic group; the Chinese, who were the
immigrants; the foreigner consisting mainly
of missionaries. The maps represent the sex
ratio by ethnic groups, the residential distri-
bution in each dong by ethnic groups, and the
residential distribution of each ethnic group
by dongs. The population data was collected
frcm the census taken by the government in
1935. The dissimilarity index was computed
for ethnic groups to determine the segrezation.
The spatial units measuring segregation are
dongs.

Seoul in 1935 was a city in transition from
a pre-industrial city to a modernistic city with
industrialization and the development of com-
mercial activities. The city was divided into

several regions by characteristics such as busi-

* Assistant Professor (Ph.D.), Dongguk University.
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ness, commercial, industrial, residential, and
military areas. The residential area also was
divided into two regions: the traditional area
in the nothern part of the city; and the newly
developed area by the Japanese in the southern
part of the city.

In 1935 railroads and buses were the external
public transportation modes, and electric street
car railway was the internal public tran-
sportation mode. The electric street cars started
operation in 1899 and were the only internal
public transportation mode to carry people on a
regular schedule in Seoul.

A sex ratio revealed the characteristics of
ethnic groups living in Seoul. As a whole,
Seoul in 1935 was a male dominated city with
a female ratio of 95.5 to male of 100.0. The
sex ratics of the Koreans and Japanese were
similar to that of people living in the city as
a whole. This means that they were equally
distributed although they showed different
ratio patterns in some areas. In the case of the
Chinese, males dominated over females with
a ratio of 15,7 to male of 100.0. Moreover,
Chinese men lived without women in around
The sex

representing a

one-third of their residential regions.
ratio of foreigners was 113.7,
female dominant ethnic group.

According to the reconstruction maps of
residential patterns and the dissimilarity indices,
residential segragation

there was distinctive

among ethnic groups. The Koreans lived in all

7 C‘eography, Korean Geographical Society, No. 29, pp.20-36, 1934,



197 dongs in Seoul, but they aggregated den-
sely in the northern and western parts of the
city. The Japanese were distributed throughout
the city except for three dongs with the resi-
dential clustering in the southern part of Seoul.
The Chinese concentrated in their two core
residential areas near the central part of the
city, even though they were scattered in 142
dongs. The foreigners lived in 47 dongs
showing a residential clustering in some regions.
They were the most segregated ethnic group

among people living in Seoul. However, the

proportion of Foreigners among the residents
of the city was too small to make an impact
on the residential pattern of Seoul.

In conclusion, the city was largely divided
into two regions by the residential segregation
of ethnic groups such as the Korean dominant
residential areas in the northern and western
parts of Seoul and the dominant Japanese resi-
dential areas in the southern part of the city.
Therefore, Seoul in 1935,

structure representing the typical character-

revealed a dual

istics of a colonial city.



