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The Spatial Structure and Pattern of Residential
Suburbanization in the Seoul Urban Fringe

Summary

In recent years the decentralization of resi-
dence and industry from the central city of the
Seoul metropolitan areas to its suburban rings
has generated a “new look” on the Seoul urban
fringe. This continued heavy suburbanization
process in the region has led to the land use
transfer and socio-economic changes including
a broad spectrum of family status, house types,
and lifestyle.

This study analyzed the spatial structure and
pattern of residential suburbanization in the
Capital Region of Seoul. The study areas
include 112 local administrative units, namly
Eup (village or town) and Myun (township)
which cover the areas over most of Kyunggi-do
(province).

Sixteen variables related to the residential
suburbanization index were selected, and factor
analysis was employed to detect dimensions
creating new variables, namly factor pattern,
among the inter-related 16 variables.

Four factor dimensions were derived from

the 16 input variables. According to the analysis
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of factor loadings and factor scores the 4 fac-
tors are as follows: Factor 1: Bedtown Urban-
ization Pattern, Factor 2: Manufacturing Subur-
banization Pattern, Factor 3: Suburban Farming
Pattern, and Factor 4: Land Use Transfer
Pattern.

The spatial aspects of the factors were also
analyzed by the mapping of the factor scores.
Factor 1 (BUP) was dominant near suburbia
20~25km in the zones surrounding Seoul. Factor
2 (MSP) was remarkably

southwestern region of the Seoul urban fringe.

shown in the

The spatial configuration of Factor 1 appeared
as “a star-shaped pattern,” and Factor 2, “a
sector pattern.”

Residential suburbanization is a result of
the increased public and personal mobility,
suburban job opportunities, availability of
residential lot sites, and increased household
incomes. Spatial perception has also changed.
All in all, these underlying factors have strongly
influenced upon the spatial structure and pattern
of residential suburbanization in the Seoul
metropolitan region, particularly in the Seoul

inner urban fringe.
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