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Abstract

A Clinical Study of Physical Therapy on the Amputation
Jae - Hak Lee

Department of Physical Therapy, Junior College of Medical Technology and
Public Health, Korea University

Amputations occur in or are performed on patients in all walks of life, at all age
levels, and for a variety of reasons. The first consideration in the treatment of a
traumatic amputation is the avoidance of sepsis and careful debridement of all devi-
talized tissue, as much length of bone as possible and safe guarding all vital struc-
tures in the extermity.

This study is conducted to analyze and evaluate efficiency of physical therapy on

the amputations on 70 cases who were treated in the Industrial Rehabilitation Cen-

ter, from January 1, 1982 to June 30, 1983,

The results obtained in this study are summarized as follow :

1. Sex distribution of total patients surveyed showed that 87.1% in male and
12.9% in female.

2. In the age distribution, the most predominant age group was 21-30 vears with 41495,

3. The amputatons of the upper extremity were performed on 45 (643 %) cases and
of the lower extremity on 25(35.7%) cases,

B (320 %) cases out of upper extremity amputations were involved in below - elbow

amputation and above -elbow amputation were 5 (20.09%) cases. 27 (60.0 %) cases

out of lower extremity amputations were involved below -knee ampution and above

-knee amputation were 13 (289 %) cases.

4 , The modalities of physical therapy suitable to each cases were applied : 80.0 % of
all cases were treated with whirl ~pool bath, 47.1 % active exercise, 45.7 % ambula-
tion exercdse, 38.6% progressive resistive exercise, 65.7 % massage.

5. In regard to the duration required for the physical therapy, upper extremity am-

putation were approximately 3 months and lower extremity amputation were 5
months,
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