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—Abstract—

A Study on the Knowledge, Attitude and Behavior of Commercial Girl’s
High School Students Toward Sex

Nam Sook Bae

Sex education is necessary for the youth that they should have an adequate sexual

knowledge, attitudes and behaviors in their adolescent period.
Four major objectives of this study are as follows;

1. To know the level of sexual knowledge of commercial girl’s high school students in

Seoul.
2. To know their actual state for the attitudes and behaviors toward sex.

3. To compare the sexual knowledge, attitudes and behaviors of day time school students

with those of night time school students.

4. To compare the factors associated with their sexual knowledge, attitudes and behaviors

with the individual level.

Data were collected on 986 students in Seoul from April 1 to April 10, 1983. As the result

of this survey, the following conclusions were obtained.
1. The level of sexual knowledge.

(1) The level of knowledge of day time high school students about the physiology of female

and pregnancy is shown higher than those of night time students. 64.2% of the respondents

are aware of the organ producing ovum, 56.4% the ovulation period, 95.6% the cause of

pregnancy, 74.5% the pregnantable period and 12.7% the place of fetilization.

(2) Out of 986 respondents, 71.8% knew about contraceptive method correctly, and day time

school students knew litter better than night time school students, by showing 73.9% and

69.7% respectively. They knew about contraceptive method with ‘oral pills’, ‘menstrual

cycles’, ‘condoms’, and ‘loops’ in the same order.

(3) Kinds of veneral disease was correctly known by 37.9%. Day time students knew much
better than night time school students, by showing 67.8% and 7.9%, respectively. Trans-

mission method of veneral disease was correctly known by 28.3%. Day time students knew

much better than night time students, by showing 51.2% and 5.3%, respectively.



(4) The major information source of sexual knowledge was ‘book and magazine’ (39.9%) and
‘friends’ (27.4%).
2. Actual state of attitudes and behaviors toward sex.

(1) Out of 986 respondents, 84,0% answered that premarital purity should be kept.

(2) Out of 986 respondents,

students with opposite sex reported introduction of their friends as the main channel of

60.8% had an acquaintance of the opposite sex. 45.2% of

making an acquaintance of the opposite sex.

(3) Of those who responded to this study 13.8% reported having masturbation, 21.5% kissing,
6.2% petting and 3.7% sex intercourse.

{4) 64.8% had sexual problems, which was mensturance (27.2%), aquaintance of the opposite
sex (25.4%). The main method to solve the problems were consultation with ‘friends’ and
‘books and magazine’ percentage being 39.1% and 30.8%, respectively, whereas very small
students discussed with ‘teachers’ and ‘parents’ percentages being 0.3% and 5.9%, respe-
ctively.

(5) Out of 986 respondents, 62.2% had experience in educating about sex, the percentage of
day time school was higher than that of night time school.

(6) 88.2% of students wanted sex education in school, which were ‘general information about
sex’ (35.4%), ‘sexual morality and solution of sexual desire’ (18.5%), ‘aquaintance of the
opposite sex’ (13.3%) and ‘marriage and role of man and woman’ (12.4%) in the same
order. They wanted to be instructed about sexes in the lecture of physical education, home
economics, biology, military training (59.9%), regular curriculum (17.5%), special lecture
(16.9%) and by the counselor or school nurse (5.7%).

3. Analyse concerning the factors about the knowledge, attitudes and behaviors,

(1) The better school record was, the higher the level of sexual knowledge.

(2) Those who have the religion considered the permarital purity more important than those
who have not, the percentage showing 86.7% and 80.7%, respectively.

(3) The result of dyad analysis of making acquaintance of the opposite sex in the friendship
network showed that a high index of the acquaintance of the opposite sex tends to be a
high adoption of making one at the individual level in the group, while the low index
tends to be a low adoption of making one in the group.
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