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Packet switching: The technique used when long messages aresubdivided into short packets where the maxi-
mum length is fixed. This contrasts with conventional switching systems in which messages are usually
transmitted whole, irrespective of length.

Paraliel:
1. Pertaining to concurrent or simultaneous operation of two or more devices, or the concurrent perfor-
mance of two or more activities in a single device.
2. Pertaining to the concurrent simultaneous occurrence of two or more related activities in multiple devices
or channels.
3. Pertaining to the simultaneous processing of the individual parts of a whole, such as bits of a character
and characters of a word using separate facilities with the various parts. Contrast with serial,

Phase: Pertaining to the relative timing of an alternating signal. Two signals may be identical in amplitude
and frequency, but may differ in phase if one signal lags the other by any value not an exact multiple of
the frequency.

Point of Sale: Denoting data capture at the place and time of sale. Applies to electronic cash registers
and more sophisticated data capture equipment of the same type.

Point to Point: Denoting a channel or line that has only two terminals. A link.
Polling: Any procedure that sequentially contacts several terminals in a network,

Polling, Hub-Go-Ahead: Sequential polling, in which the polling device contacts a terminal, that terminal,

contacts the next terminal, etc.
Polling,Roll Call: Polling accomplished from a prespecified list in a fixed sequence, with polling restarted

when the list is completed.

Private Branch Exchange {PBX): A small telephone exchange installed on a customer’s premises to allow
internal dialing from station to station within the customer’s premises and connection to outgoing and

incoming lines.

Process Control: Automatic control of a process in which a computer is used for regulation, usually of a conti-

/

nuous operation or process, for example petrochemicals, cement plants, steel plants, etc.
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