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The Structure and Function of a Clan Village in

Jeonlanam Do

Summary

The proportion of clan villages to all
villages in Jeonlanam Do is 56 per cent. So
the clan village in Jeonlanam Do is not a
special village but a universal one. On un-
derstanding of a clan village in the area of
study will help in understanding the clan
villages of Korea. This study has two princi-
pal aims to define the nature of such a
village and investigate the period of its
appearance and location, and to analyze ma-
terial and non-material elements related to
the clan village.

This study is a basically descriptive study
rather than a explanatory research in the
field of clan village and its key concept is
the village cultural landscape. A clan village
is one of elements of the cultural landscape,
which contains valuable evidence about the
origin, spread, and development of cultures.
The cultural landscape as well as the clan
village changes constantly across both space
and time. Thirteen clan villages in Jeonlanam
Do are selected as samples according to the
location of related mountains, plains, and
coastal areas. -

To define the nature of a village is one of
the more difficult problems, because its con-
tent is both varied and complex. The writer
tried to define a clan village as following:

Bo-Wong Chang*

the inhabitants of a clan village live in a
common living area and share same clan
feelings and organizations associated with
ritual ancestor worship and mutual help also
they tend to behave as a group. There are
common material establishments and regular
annual events in the clan villages. A clan
village is composed of one or, at times, a
few predominant surname clans. Generally
speaking, it is said that clan villages are
combined a group of the same surname and
a territorial community.

According to ancient geographic writings,
clan villages in the study area appeared about
the 15th century. The appearance of genea-
logical tables at about the same period
accelerated the establishment and organization
of these villages. Party strife, during the
Yi-Dyasty, also affected the development of
clan villages in many districts. The ranking
of location ¢i clan villages in Jeonlanam Do
is as follows: at the foot of a mountain,
plains, coast, hills, river side, road side,
basins, and valley.

Common material establishments in the
clan village for ancestor worship and mutual
aid are composed of the principal house (%%
%), the ancestral shrine (%), the hall for
ritual ancestor worship (Zp), a lecture-hall
or a memorial hall for the great scholars and
loyal subjects (F#Bz), an arbour or summer
house (%), a village guardian god shrine

Geography, Korean Geographical Society, No. 27, pp.15-30, 1983.

* Associate Professor (Doctor of Literature), Jeonnam National University,



(%), and some monuments (). Group
behavior in regular annual events and or-
ganizations for mutual help among members
of a kinship comprise non-material elements
in a clan village.

The development of a clan village in the
past was not difficult because of the clan’s
high social status and its firm economic solidi-
ty. However, since the end of the Yi-Dynasty

many of the influential, powerful clan in
rural areas have moved to urban areas thus
the number of such economically powerful
households has diminished in the clan villages.
Besides, land reform in 1949, the Korean
War, and the rapid growth of the economy
in Korea have brought about the decline of
the clan villages in Jeonlanam Do.



