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A Study on Deathbed & Death

—;Comparison of elergyman with medical man, —

This 1"e_searcH, conducted from March 1, 1981 to June 30, 1981,
about thier deep sorrow hecause of separation by death,

vivors,
past-oral perspective,

The subjects for the yesearch were four categories of people, ie., prissts, religious®,

Turaas,

Ock~Ja, Lee -

of both dying persons and their sur-.-
was made from both a clinical and’

doctors, and:

The concept of death and attitude toward the topic, the matter of Spiritu"ll care for the dying

and the problem of life affer death is the subject matter of this study. An "malysm of the data concering

LHeae problems is as follows:
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1) Asked whether or not psychological factors had an influence on death, 65.08% replied with
~certainty that they had an influence. The percentage of priests and religious who answefcd affirmatively
to this quesiion was higher than that of doctors and nurses.

2) Concerning people with a serious illness, 59.1% of the people responding replied that the patient’s
age as well as physical and mental suffering should first be con51dered and then an appropriate effort
should hé made on the person’s behalf. This was an answer to the quesuon of how much effort must
be made behalf of a person wnh a serious illness. Among those making the above angwer, nurses aco-
unted for the highest percentage (67.65%) and dactor’s the lowest percentage (34.6%).

3) To the qucstion about the meaning of death, priests and religious were the greatest number ccusi-
dering death the beginning of new life, while doctors and nurses were the grealest number considerin
Jeath as the final stage of life.

4) Asked “if faced with a Hmited time to live, how Woula you spend '_yom‘ t_fme", a large percentace
of priests and 1‘e1ig_10us expressed a preference for spending fime quietly, alone, meditating and praving
whereas doctors and nurses expressed a preference for Wantmg to solve unresolved plang. :

When asked one’s feclings sbout one’s own imrminent death, the highest percentage expressed the
opinion that life had been in vain; the next groups expressed the judgement that death was a horrible
“thing; fallowing were other various 1ephes.

Concerning the matter of what was important as far as leaving a legacy- was concerned, a high per-
cenlage of priests and religious showed absolutely no interest in the matter whereas dectors and murses
-expressed a high degree of interest. The difference in answers between the different groups of recple
making the replies was significant. That is, there was a riotable differencle’ in oﬁiniorl. (p<0.001)

5) The, percentage of . people who considered expressions of vs:lldne'ss or grief at the time- of a funeral
-somewhat important was 38.39%. The percentage who considered expressions of grief véry important
‘was 37. 856%.

When asked about what form a funeral should take, the reply was that it should be simple and
-arranged by relatives and friends. The percentage gi\vring this answer was 44.80%. There was a notable

«difference in the answers according to the category of person making the reply. (p=<0.001)

6) When asked about the content of dialogue that I as a dying person would-like to share with a
-nurse as I am approaching death, prieét_s and doctors showed. a high preference for talking about the
guestion of life in general whereas Religious and nurses showed a preference for talking about religion. -

. 7) As to the question of where the most appropriate place to spend one's last moments of life would
be, the order of preference was first for one’s own home, second, a special hospice for the dying, third,
the place didn’t make much difference, and lastly, a hospital.

To the'duestion “In the event you become the victim of a terminal disease, would you want your
family to be informed”, 50% replied affirmatively and 47.75% rephed riegatively. There was little
Jistinction beiween those in favor and those opposed.

Whether or not a dying person should or should not be told of his or her approdching death, 77.53%
replied affirmatively, 17.79% were opposed, and 4.25% did not respond. One’s own .death was ‘consi-
-dered a much more serious concern than the death of another person. In any event, the strong prefezence
~was for informing the dqu person of the fact of their condilion. ’

8) When helping to prepare a patient for death 40.589% of priests chese to help make the patient
-aware of the meaning of life and the meaning of death' by talking to them. 39.50% of the wamen
weligious showed a preference for encouragiﬁg the patient to put his or her life in order and to sesk to
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find and accept God’s will.. The majority of doctor's and nurses made no response” to this question.
* The majority of Religious inlerviewed were womern.

- Buggestion

In o;'dgr to provide psychological care for the dying patients &\ hig family religious and hespital people-
to better. their philosophy of life and death & would like to make the following suggestion.

1. In order to‘s_how that life does not end, but as a baby Gorﬁes from the womb so we go from the
worb of - this earth to a new life there should be some type of nursing which will help them gst
meaning from the rest of then time on earth. - - ‘

There should -be a professional hospice with professional nurses trained in these techniques.
This need In urgent.

2. In E’Very Hospital, there should he a psychological health. research committee, comprised of psychiatri-

- sts, psychiatfic nurses, social workers, chaplainsL clinical psychiatrists and educated volunteers, They
should do research on the psy&hiatric health of the dying and their families and accordingly educate:
workers and in this way ke writer hopes that a t¥2 e of nursing will develope that -_treats the whole:

-human individual.
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