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Table 1. Percent Distribution of Currently Married Wumen by Age at First

Marriage
Age at First Marriage . No. of Women Percent

~-14 36 L0

1519 1, 189 33.1

2024 2,030 56. 4

25-29 332 9.2

30+ 11 0.3

Total - 3.59% 100.0

Data Source:Analysis of 1978 Family Planning and Fertility Survey, Korean Institute for
Family Planning.
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AEA A7 RUYHEBRES] Hitr fleng o ool BAES HHREESD AR HEA it
RG-S EW 2 HHETEERES B o) B3l MRS BEel 23 AV F4& #
2 % AT BHE Bits 2ot
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Table 2. Percent Distribution of Current Married Women by Fecundity Status.

Fecundity Percent
Sterilization 15.2
Infertile 9.7

Physical reason 3.7)
Menapause (5. 5)
Others 0.5)
Fertile 66.9
Not sure 8.2
Total 100. 0
N) (3,603)

Data Source:Analysis of 1978 Family Planning and Fertility Survey, Korean Institute for

Family Planning.
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Table 3. Percent Distribution of Ever Married Women by Fecundity Status

Fecundity Status Percent
Sterilization | 7.3
Widowed, Divorce, Seperate 6.3
Infertile 8.5
Fertile 69. 2
Current pregnancy 8.7
Total 100. 0
(N) {6, 020)

Data Source:Park, B. T. et al:1976 National Fertility and Family Planning Evaluation Survey,
Korean Institute for Family Planning, 1978, p. 43 Table 3-6

BIAES] MREED) IIEE (F24) P (F5)0l4 sb Zo] wheBlE [yl wabeh B
A BB AC ehe Xt gol XRol AT AL BEE shx Wl HMH & EK
ahol Himkel Sfkatel MEplslel FETINAL A 2 sRow AEdes  HE
+ e,
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Table 4. Percent Distribution of Married Women by Age and Fecundity Status

Age of Women

Fecundity Status 15-19  20-24 25-29 30-3¢ 35-39 40-44 45-49 o
Sterilization - 1.6 1.9 4.4 24.9 12.0 6.1 15.2
Inferile - 0.3 0.3 2.1 6.2 4.1 46.1 9.7
Physical reason - ©.3) 0.1 (1.8) (5.5) 6.4) ©.2) @7
Menapause - - . 02 0.3) ©.3) 6.4 (348 (5.5)
Others - - - - 0.4) (13 @ ©.5)
Fetile or not sure 100. 0 98.1 87.8 73.4 68.9 74.0 47.8 75.1
Total 1000  100.0  100.0 100.0* 100.0  100.0*  100.0*  100.0
(N) (19) (372) (703) (703) (723) 612) (437)  (3,603)

Data Source:Analysis of 1978 Family Planning and Fertility Survey, Korean Institute for Family Planning,

*Due to rounding error, this column does not add to exactly the total shown,
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Table 5. Percent Distribution of Ever Married Women by Age and Fecundity

Status
Fecundity Status Age of Women Total
15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49
Sterilization - 10 4.2 1L0 12.1 7.4 4.9 7.3
Widowed, Divorce, Seperate - 0.2 1.1 2.4 5.8 10. 2 20.8 6.3
Infertile - 0.2 0.6 1.2 52 13.4 36.3 8.5
Fertile 63.3 72.2 74.5 79.2 73.9 68.7 38.0 69.2
Current pregnancy 36.7 26. 4 19.6 6.2 3.0 0.3 - 8.7
Total 100.0 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100. 0
(N) (30) (607) (1,232)  (1,150) (1, 182)  (1,025) (794)  (6,020)
Data Source:Park, B T. et al:1976 National Fertili = and Family Planning Evaluation Survey,

Korean Institute for Family Planning, 1978, p. 43, Table 3-6.
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A AT RSN B RIS (£6)3) 2k 6,000 HEA 7
ol B PR RWE 24 2 AL 595 s AuBeleh TAE REENRR] o
5k AES] BB R Hoge) R 5 kiRl BEAE AhEE 4R AL e K
S b ek o KEERNe] 1T sl kARl WG ol sl I Kl
Sshed ul FE BRI o WS 9 A ol vl RSEMNINRS M55 Rk vhebal el

A5 = 91al AR b s AR 259 Al e AL fhase] 1 L) kel WA

24) RS R DA - RRIMITER R A B 1981, p. LG,
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Table 6. Percent Distribution of Ever Married Women by Number of Living

Children
Duration of Marriage(Year)
No. of Living Children Totai
-5 5-9 10— 14 15-19 20-24 25+

0 24.2 2.5 1.4 1.8 1.0 0.7 59
1 50.0 9.4 4.4 3.3 3.6 1.6 13.4
2 24.5 46.9 14.7 8.8 5.6 6.8 19. 4
3 L2 34.3 37.5 20.5 13.7 18.5 19.7
4 - 6.3 30. 2 30. 4 28.5 28.4 17.7
5+ 0.1 0.7 11.8 35.2 47.6 40.7 23.9
Total 100. 0 100. 0* 100. 0 100.0 100.0 100. 0* 100. 0
(N) (1, 150)  (1,223) (1, 053) (908) (815) (871) (8,020

Soure: Park, B. T. et al:1976 National Fertility and Family Planning Evaluation Survey,
Korean Institute for Family Planning, 1978, p268, Table A-10.

*Due to rounding error, this column does not add to exactly the total shown.

197841 #iktoll oJqt |14 3 MURREEC] St WALl RS (&7)sF b 3,603
#o ARBEA ZHEE BAE FE 2R %8 tAc] 5.7 ALE 24 {idist 76K
5. 9 51 AlE S} v] gk Ko o)

Toeiv MEgRE) FEBRe] Wl A 2. 1HAE el A ek HRYHR HTE B

Table 7. Percent Distribution of Current Married Women by Number of Living
Children and Number of Pregnancy

Number Living Chiidren Pregnancy Experience
None 5.7 2.1
1 12.5 9.2
2 19. 8 11.3
3+ 61.9 77.4
Total 100. 0* 100. 0
(N) 3. 603) (3, 603)

Source: Analysis of 1978 Family Planning and Fertlity Survey, Korean Institute for Family
Planning.

*Due to rounding error, this column does not add to exactly the total shown.
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(Abstract)

Study on The Infertility Rate of Korean Women

Moon-Sik Hong

Senior Rescarcher, Korea [nstitute for Population and Health

Taek Il Kim

President, Haliym College

One of the primary objectives of Korean family planning program is to  assist
parents in having the number of children they want, both by providing fertility-en-~
hancing services to infecund and subfecund women and by providing fertility-limi-
tation services to fecund women. As far as fertility-enhancing services to infecund
and subfecund women is concerned, there has been little effort from the national
family planning program. So far, there is no any basic data on infertility preval-
ence rate among the Korean women. Therefore, an attempt has been made to review
data of 1976 and 1978 fertility and family planning surveys in order to estimate
the level of infertility rate among the Korean women.

In the 1978 survey 3.7 percent of the current married women respo-
nded that they were physically infertile while in the 1976 survey physically infer-
tile women was calculated as 3 percent of the total ever married women wihch is
similar level of 1978 data of 3.7 percent. Mean age at first marriage of Korean
women is 23 and most of the women are married in the highly fecund age. Only
0.3 percent of the respondents married age 30.In addition, the rate of womsan
with no children among the ever married women whose marriage duration is more
than 5 years is very low;2.5 percent among 5-9 years, 1.4 percent amongl10-14
years ; 1.8 precent among 1b-1Y years; 1.0 percent among 20-24 years;and0.7
percent among 25 or more years of marriage duration,

If we consider those data shown above, it is manifest that infertility rate of
Korean women is less than 5 percent level which is much lower than > = 10 per-
cent level of infertility rate in the United States of America

Howevzar, this kind of estimation is still not able to show c:finite data on fertil-
ity rate. Therefore, a nationwide planned survey should be carried out as early as

possible to hgure out the real situation of infertility rate in Kerea.



