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Surgical Treatment of Postpneumonectomy Empyema associated
Bronchopleural Fistula; A Report of Three Cases

Yong Jin Kim. M.D.*, Hyun Soon Kim. M.D.*, Kyung Phill Suh. M.D **

Persistent bronchopleural fistula still presents a troublesome therapeutic challenge and deamands an

aggressive approach when conventional measures fail.

Empyema associated bronchopleural fistula developed after resectional surgery and their primary

diseases were lung absess in one case, bronchiectasis in two cases.

Three cases of postpneumonectomy empyema associated bronchopleural fistula were treated surgically

with a pedicled intercostal muscle grafting and concomittent thoracoplasty.

After the procedure, patients had no recurrent symtoms or signs of bronchopleural fistula and dis-

charged from hospital with improved condition.
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