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A Geographic Study of Urban Renewal and Its Impact

on the Residential Space: A Case Study of Muak-Dong

Summary

This study attempts to find out how deteri-
-orated housing area of the inner city has
been changing into desirable residential area
in accordance with urban renewal, and to
forecast the impact of urban renewal on the
residential space in the future.

For the purpose of the study, I have attemp-
ted to analyze the demographic structures
of inhabitants, the characteristics of housing
properties, the demand and supply of house-
holds, and the people’s attitudes to urban
renewal policy as well as their perception of
the residential space. The study area, Muak-
Dong including Hyunjeo-3rd Dong, divides
remarkably into two: redeveloped area and
non-converted area.

The results may be summarized as follows;
First, the converted area has low population
density, a high proportion of people with
higher educational backgrounds, white collar
employees with higher incomes than people
This means that
the urban renewal programme has raised the

in the non-converted area.

Eun-Sook Lee*

status of the socio-economic situation in the
converted area.

Secondly, the ratio of home ownerships to
tenants in the converted is higher than that
of Seoul. This is because the wives are em-
ployed in a high percentage so that housing
purchasing power is high. The scale of the
housing is so small meanwhile the rental
percentage of households declined.

Thirdly, housing value in the converted area
has risen due to the urban renewal programme.
This influences the out-movement of popula-
tion. This displacement of population in the
converted area raises its socio-economic status
as well as creating a shortage of housing for
low income families. It also pushes up the
housing value in the non-converted area.

Fourthly, the people in the deteriorated area
are satisfied with their location which
provides access to the center of the city even
though the area has deteriorated. The conclu-
sion is that the government should continue
the programmes in the future. The urban
renewal programmes should not be uniform,
and the characteristics of the neighborhoods
have to be considered with much care.
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