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Ancient Castles in the Mountains of Gangreung District

Summary

In Gangreung District, the eastern part of
Gangwon-Do, still stand twelve ancient castles
on the mountain slopes. It is supposed that
these castles were constructed during the years
from the Three Kingdoms period to the early
Unified Silla Dynasty. These cultural monu-
ments can be classified into two types according
to the site and size. One type is situated on
hills at altitudes of less than 100 meters, say
from 80m down to 30m; the other type is at
altitudes of from 700 to 1000m.

In the former are included the Myongjoo-
Seong(iEM#K), Gohyon-Seong(&ii%), and
others. Each of these, with walls constructed
with stone and earth, is shorter than 1km in
length. The castles are located near the al-
luvial plains which developed along the lower

Joon-Seon Lee*

courses of the small rivers in the study area.
It is mentioned that Myongjoo-Seong is sup-
posed to nave been related to Kim Chu-Won
(£:JE5c), who was a local power in this dis-
trict during the Unified Silla Dynasty. Conse-
quently, the castles of the former type, at
low altitudes, are supposed to have had a
relation to local powers in those days.

In the latter type of castles are included
the Bohyon-Sanseong (3% 1i3%), Ami-Sanseong
(EifEbs%), and others. Each of these, with
walls constructed of stone only, is longer
than 3km in length. In particular, they are
situated next to the summit areas of the
Taebaek Mountains, and at a considerable
distance from the former type. These facts
suggest that the castles of this type may
have been built by the groups attempting to
gather strength for an attack to recapture
their former territory.

Geography, Korean Geographical Society, No. 25, pp.15-27, 1982.
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