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—ABSTRACT—

A Study of Infant Mortality Rate in Korea Rural Areas
(Hongchon, Okgu, GuneeGun)

CHO, YOU HYANG
(Résearcher, KPHI)

This study was undertaken in an attempt to identify level of birth and infant death in the KHDI
demonstration areas. The objectives of this study are to collect available. information on birth and
infant death in the KHDI demonstration areas, and estimate actual levels of birth and infant morta-
lity in these areas. Within these areas, events of birth and death are continuously recorded on by
the fleld health workers, such as Family Folder, Maternal Health Service Card, and Infant Child
Health Setvice Card.

Study areas include all the the KHDI demonstration areas; Hongchon, Okgu, and Gunee. However
two myons in Qkgu area were excluded from the study ' areas 'becuse there were no Community
Health Practitioners assigned’ there. The data were collected by 24 Community Health Practitioners
and 80 Community Health Aides in the three demonstratioh areas, according to the survey format.
These health workers exammed and searched the existing records After filling ount - the survey
questionnaires, Community Health Pract1t1oners and Community Health - Aides made confact with
village health workers, “Li" chiefs, mother’s club chiefs or Saemaul leaders at-village level in order
that thcy may gathcr addltxonal 1nf0rmat1or1 on posmble mlssmg events. Afterwards health workers.
made home visits to selected households that were known' to have either events of blrth or death
during the one.year period from January through December 1979.

Review of these health worker’s activities for this study indicated that professional survey work--
ers were needed. In addjtion, 8 surveyors were employed and trained by KHDI to strengthed field.
survey effdrts, these 8 surveyors were dispatched to Hongchon and Okgu areas for 17 days.

A total of number of 8,302 live births and a total number of. 120 infant deaths that took place-
during 1979 were collected hy these workers ‘in cooperation With project field workers.

All the data thus collected were tdbulated by manual countmg in the KHDI office. It was' calcu~
lated by these data that infant mortauty' rate is estmlated to be 36.34 per 1,000 births on the ave-
rage during the 1979 in the demonstration areas. The rate in the three areas appeared differentlys
34.5 in Hongchon Gun, 31.0 in Okgu Gun, and 46.2 in Gunée Gun..
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