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ﬂ 411} 5‘3-8}:+. The learner (of English} should be allowed to
concentrate on one form until some certainty of performance
has been achieved, Only then should he be exposed to other
varieties of wide currency - particularly the two main natio-
nal forms, but other types(such as Australian or South Afri-
can) introduced where appropriate — and with receptive rather
than productive competence as the aim,1
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" The common-sense view is that language is a collection of
words, The educated common-sense view is that it also
contains rules for putting words together - a dictionary
lists thewords, a grammar states the rules, The impression
comes from our formal schooling which emphasizes 'letters'-
it is so important to learn to read and write that listen-
ing to a live voice in a live setting hardly seems a proper
way to study language, But building a description by star-
ting with words and grammar is moving in the wrong direction,

from inside outj for true understanding one must go from the
outside in,*3)
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'a witch', 'a wicked witch', 'Which is a wicked witch?',
'‘Which of the women is a wicked witch ?',.,,. ' 2% 8
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