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Analog Pertaining to representation by means of continuously variable physical quantities, such as varying voltages,
frequencies, .etc.

Analog channel A channel on which the information transmitted can take any value between the limits defined
by the channel.
Asynchronous
1. Having a variable time interval between successive bits, characters, or events. In asynchronous data trans-
mission, each character is individually synchronized, usually by using start and stop bits.
2. Descriptive of the transmission method, or the terminal equipment employed, which demands timing
information be included in the transmitted character.

Asynchronous transmission
See Transmission, Asynchronous

Attenuation The difference between transmitted and received power due to loss through equipment, lines, or
other transmission devices.

Auto-answer (also Automatic answer) An equipment feature that allows a station to automatically respond to
a call that it receives over a network.

Automatic calling unit A unit that will generate dial pulses or tones to a telephone network in response to signals
from a computer or business machine.

Bandwidth The difference between the highest and lowest frequencies in a band, such as 3000 cycles bandwidth
in a voice grade line (300-3,300 cycles).

Baud A unit of signaling speed equal to the number of discrete conditions or signal events per second.

Block A group of bits, or characters, transmitted as a unit. An encoding procedure is generally applied to the
Group of bits or characters for error control purposes.

Byte A binary character string operated on as a unit and usually shorter than a computer word. Unless otherwise
specified, a byte normally contains 8 bits.

Carrier A continuous frequency capable of being modulated with a second information-carrying signal.

Carrier, Common Organizations licensed and regulated by the United States Federal Communications Commission
or the various state public utility commissions which supply communication services to users at published prices.

Centrex A telephone PABX equipment service that allows dialing within the system, direct inward dialing, automatic
identification of outward dialing, and can be used to limit outward long distance dialing.

Channel A path for transmission of electromagnetic signals. Synonym for line and link. Compare with circuit.

Character A member of a set of elements upon which agreement has been reached and that is used for the organiza-
tion, control, or representation of data. Characters may be letters, digits, punctuation marks, or other symbols.
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