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Regional and Intrasectoral Disparities of

Development in the Agrarian Regions of

South Korea

Summary

South Korea’s ‘Green Revolution’, which is
considered to be one of Asia’s most successful
programs of integrated rural development,
has achieved two main objectives:

(1) bringing the country closer to self-su-
fhciency and

(2) narrowing the income gap between
rural and urban incomes and thus allowing
agriculture to participate in the nation’s

economic growth.

On the otherhand, the rapid transition from
subsistence to market-oriented agriculture has
had some adverse effectswhich should not be
overlooked:

(1) It has increased the economic and social
disparities between the different agricultural
regions. This tendency was already revealed
Usingthe
amount of agricultural products sold as an

by the 1970 agricultural census.

indicator and a cluster analysis as a method
of classification, active and passive regions
can be clearly distinguished: activeregions
with an above average percentage of progres-
sive, market-oriented farms (regions B and
C in Fig. 1) and passive regions with anabove

average percentage of subsistence and sub-

Eckart Dege
marginal farms (region A and D).

(2) These regional disparities, which form
a serious obstacle to a balanced regional
development, reflect a growing socioeconomic
stratification in rural society and a polarization
between progressive, market-oriented farms
and traditional subsistence and submarginal
farms. This development was studied by
interviewing 353 households of 8 sample vil-
lages in different agricultural regions and
analysing the use of their land throughland
ownership and land use mapping. This ana-
lysis showed that onthe average about 30%
of the

farms and the family farms) belong to the

interviewed households (the large

progressive, market-oriented sector of South
Korea’s agriculture. Due to their economic
possibilities and higher educational level
theyare able to make full use of the various
programs designed to improve the economic
and social conditions of farming. Since they
produce mainly for the market, they have
gained from the subsidies funneled into South
Korea’s agriculture by the policies of a high
rice price, the fertilizer for grain program

and from the increased yield of the new rice
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varieties etc.” all strengthening their economic
and social lead even further.

The small and tenant farmers, comprising
almost 45% of

on the other hand, who produce muainly for

the houscholds intervicwed,

subsistence, could gain little from these

programs, andthus fell back both economically
and socially.

A comparison of the different villages studi-
ed made it obvious that this socioceconemic
polarization has progressed furthest in the
agricultural regions benefited ecither by favou-
rable physical geographical conditions or by
good access to urban markets, thus causing-

the regionaldifferentiation ohserved.



