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An Historical Sketch of Korean Maps
Appeared in Early Western Maps

Summary

This paper aimes to find out Korean maps
appeared in Western cartographic works. the
process of improving western knowledge
about Korean maps, and the changing names
of Korea through time.

Names of Korea appeared first in Arabic
literature as ‘Sila’ before Portuguese and
Spaniards arrived in Asia, but the first map
contains name of Korea is Dourado’s map in
1568. It shows ‘Conray’, which is probably
misspelled, should read as ‘Couray’. The

map is kept in Alba’s family at Madrid.

Jong Churl Soh

Map of Korea appeared in western maps as
island first, and then as peninsula in uncer-
tain shapes. La Pérouse’s voyage (1785~
1789) introduced first Korean coastline sur-
veyed by modern instruments. However,
D’Anville’s map of Korea appeared in his
famous New Atlas of China in 1737, introd-
uced comprehensive and relatively accurate
map of Korea asan independent sheet. I’An-
ville’s Map of Korea became a basic sourse
for western maps for long,

many intersting

and it gives
about boundaries
between Manchuria and Korea with Du
Halde’s book of Geographic and Historical
Descriptions of China in 1735.
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