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Developmental Process and Regional Change of

Korean Industry under the Japanese Control period

Summary

This study examined the process of develop-
ment of Korean industry and the regional
change of major industrial area from the end
of Yi Dynasty when modern manufactural
system first appeared to the last stage of the
Japanese control, The distinguished character-
istics of industrial development and regional
patterns for three recognizable periods can be
summarized as follows.

1. The period bzfore the end of Yi Dynasty:
The beginning of Korean manufacture was a
kind of factory system mainly distributed in
the Seoul area, which was managed and owned
by the government. However, before reaching
to systematic development of the manufacture
and expanding to private ownership, it came
under the Japanese influence.

2. The pericd between 1910 and 1930 : The
final demend oriented light-industry was
gradually developed as a major part of Korean

industry during this pereod. Such progress

Jae Kie Hwang*

of the
furhter

closely related with the security

Japanese mainland industry and
extraction of Korean raw materials for their
needs. The major industrial area developed was
in the southwestern portion of the nation where
traditionally there has been the highest popul-

ation density.

3. The period between 1930 and 1945 : This
period is characterized by rapid development
of heavy chemical industries in the northeastern
part of the nation which was accessible to
hydroelectricity and rich deposit of raw mate-
rials, and strategically had many advantages in
location. The cause of the accelerated develop-
ment in this period came from intentions
toward the imperial war preparation rather
than a general economic process. Thus, the
direction of industrial development in Korea
had nothing to do with the willingness of
Korean people. Along with this line of the
Japanese policy, the central area of major
industrial distribution was shifted from the
southwestern part of the country to the north-

eastern area.

Geography, Korean Geographical Society, 23, pp. 37~48, 1981. * Associate Professor, Szoul Nat. Univ.
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