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The Spatial Vaviations and Structures

of the Crops in Korea

Summary

The locatjon and the spatial variations of
agricultural products in a specific area reflect
the spatial equilibrium of the agricultural
system in the region.

The study on the spatial variations and the
spatial structures of the crops in Korea,
therefore, would become the most essential
task to understand the spatial system of

Korean agriculture.

The data used for the study were available
from the 1970 agricultural census reports by
1511 citiesy, eups and myuns that are the
data cdlecting unit areas.

These 1970 census data are the most recent
and reliable agricultural data in Korea.

The spatial variations of seven major crops
or crop groups in Korea, rice, barley, millet,
pulses, potatoes, vegetables, and

fruits, are measured by location quotient of

potatoes,

each crops based on the planted area, and the

comparison of the regional concentration
among the crops is measured by coefficient of

variation.

Chan Ki Suh*

Using standard deviation of the location
quotient, four kinds of regional patterns could
be classified; core, specialized, transitional, and
vacant region,

Through the above analytical process the
findings are as follows.

(1) The differences of regional concentration
among Seven major corps are very conspicuous,
and according to such differences, rice and
barley, the most important crops in Kcrea,
could be defined as the ubiquitous crops with
relatively little spatial variation, while millet
and fruits, as local crops with extreme
variations, and pulses, potatoes and vegetables,
as intermediate crops with intermediate nature:

in spatial variations.

(2) It is not difficult to recognize that the
crops space in Korea reveal zonal structures
which from core to
transitional and finally vacant region in turn,

tran ser specialized,
and there are no Thiinen type circles but
vegetables.

(3) In spite of deminant opinions that Kcrean
agriculture is now in a period of transition
from conventional stage to commercial stage,
no fundamental changes are recognizable in

Geography, Korean Geographical Scctoty, 23, pp. 15~36, 1981. *Kyungpook Nat. Univ.
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spatial structures between 1960-70.

(@) It is difficult to find numeral factors
which affect the spatial variations of the
crops in Korea but it is clear that the physical
conditions are the dominant factors on the
crops distribution.

Such domination of physical conditions is
evident from the fact that in Korean agricul-

tural space zonal structures defined by physical
conditions are rather dominant than circle
structures defiened by distance from market
or functional relations.

It is sure, however, that the locational
competition among the crops with similar
is determined by the

physical conditions

principle of comparative advantage.
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