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< Abstract>

The object of this study lies in reviewing of the western costume history in the light of
the negative regulations concerning costumes and adornments.

Readings related with the subject lead to the following findings:

1. The principal purpose of the sumptuary laws has relationship with the social stratification
of the feudalism and the frequency of their occurence is related with the formation of feudal
system, its decline, the appearance of imperial regimes and the start of civil revolutions.

2. Sumptuary regulations spread westward with the flow of civilization, eg., in the sequence
of Ttaly, Swiss, France, Britain and New World.

3. Sumptuary laws are also found in abundance in the English colonies of America, and their
object seems to be rather of the moral concern than class distinction of economical restriction.

4, The reviewed sumptuary regulations are concerned with:

A. Material gold or silver clothes, silks, ermine, marten or miniver furs, velvets, laces

and embroies.

B. Colors-Purple, scarlet and red. Other colors do not show consistent pattern of color-status

symbol.

C. Form-Length and width of headdresses, shoes, collars, trains or hoops.

E. Numbers of dresses allowed to be worn.
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%3] : Phillips, Joana W. and Helen K.

Staley, “Sumptuary Legislation in Four Centuries”, Dim-7 -

ensions of Dress and adormnent. ed. Gurel, Louis M. and Marianne S. Beeson(lowa:

Kendall/Hunt), p.69.
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. Encyclopaedia Britannica, Vol. 21. (Chicago
1971). p.413
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Encyclopaedia Britannica, INC.,
2. #3173, dFFA4A AT, (g
3L, 1974). p.559.
3. E.B. Hurlock, “Sumptuary Law?”, Dress.
Adornment and the Socsal Order. ed. Mary
Ellen Roach and Joanne Buboltz Eicher.
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(New York: John Wiley and Sons, 1965).
. p.299.

4. Joana W. Phillips and Helen K. Staley.
“Sumptuary Vegislations in Four Centuries.”

of Dress
Vois M. Gurel and Marianne S. Besson. 3rd
ed. (Towa: Kendall/Hunt). pp.68-69

5. Francois Boucher. 20,000 years of Fashion.
(New York: Abrams). p.46

6. FAlell el A-$a9l vl ok L F (ERNEST.
p-1417)

Dimenstons and Adornmert.

7. A AR (AL 84, 1981). p.
48.
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