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FUNGUS LEUCOTHRIX SP. GROWING ON THE GILLS OF CULTURED
SHRIMP PENAEUS JAPONICUS

Seh Kyu CHUN

Microscopical studies of Leucothrix sp. and its histological effect on the gill tissue of Penaens japo-
nicus have been made.

Infection of Leucothrix sp. results in color change of the gills of the shrimp which is mainly due to
the brown or black pigments of the filamentous bacteria.

Higher degree of the infections makes necrosis and serious histological changes of the gill tissue

and this infection affects the respiratory activity of the shrimp.
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EXPLANATION OF PLATE

Fig. 1. Filamentous growth of Lexcothrix sp.out from the tips of gill filaments X100

Fif. 2. Enlargement of Fig.1. X200

Fig.3. Young stage of Leucothrix sp.out from the tips of gill filaments X250

Fig. 4. Black pigments between the gill filaments X100

Fig.5. Cross section of the gill filaments showing a large number of bacteria X1.200

Fig.6. Highly magnified bacteria multiplying mixed with detritus between the gill filaments

X1.500
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