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The Development and Expansion of

Ginseng Fields in Ganghwa Island

Summary

The Korean Ginseng has a world —wide
recognition. In Korea, Ganghwa Island is
known as main land where Ginseng is
grown. The island, located northwest of
Seoul, sits on river mouth where Han Ri-
ver, Imjin River, and Yesung River meet
together to flow into the Yellow Sea. The
island has an area of 421 square kilo me-
ters with an approximate population of
105,000. Administratively,the island has
one town ( Eup) and 12 subdivision(Myeon).
Of the entire dimensions of the island,
790.2 ha., corresponding to 0.18%,is used
for Ginseng cultivation, which provides a
peculiar view of Ginseng fields extending
The

purpose of this study is to analise the or-

over gradual slopes in all directions.

igin of Korean Ginseng cultivation, its spa-
tial diffusion, intermediary factor for diffu-
sion, locational factor for Ginseng cultiva-
tion, and shifting of Ginseng growing si-

tes.

Primary method used for this study is
the analysis of a reference map made with

the statistics of the Year Book annually

Geography,

Korean Geographical Society,

Hak Weon Lee*

published by the Ganghwa—Gun office and
the
used

with another statistics provided by
Ganghwa Ginseng Association. Also
were another maps and questionnaires made
based on the results of 14 survey trips ac-
tually made to the island and 22 interviews
conducted with Ginseng growers.

Results of the study are as follows:

D. The first Ginseng cultivation originat-
ed in Samseong--Ri and Buleun-- Myeon
in 1903 introduced into the island by cul-
tivators and propagators who made fre-
quent visits to the island from Gaeseong.

2). The process of development of Ko-
rean Ginseng cultivation may well be di-
vided in two periods. During pre- World
War Il period, ( World War II ended in
1945), Ginseng cultivation prospered slowly
and it was only confined to the northeast
the
postwar period since 1945, Ginseng cul-

area of the island. However, during

tivation became popular across the island,
and for the first time, attempt was made
to grow Ginseng outside Ganghwa Island,

when remaining land was scarce.

3). In their comings and goings of Gin-

22, pp, 87 101, 1980,

% Lecturer, Sang Myong Womens College of Education.
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seng cultivators and propagators between
Gaeseong and Ganghwa, ferry boat was
used as a primary means of transportation.
Those points between Weolgot - R1 and
Yeongjeongpo, Seungcheongpo and Hai-
chang - Ri, and Sanipo and Haichang - 1|,
were popular ferry points, through which,
Ginseng Saplings were imported from Gae-
seong to Ganghwa Island and the cultivated
Ginseng was exported back to Gaeseong
from Ganghwa Island.

4). Examining the process of how Korean
Ginseng propagated, there were four spe
cific patterns which draw our attention,

a. Knowhow of Ginseng cultivation was
revealed by skilled cultivators hired.

b. Land was rented and skilled cultiva-
tors hired. Knowhow revealed through
cultivators,

¢. Knowhow was propagated through
friends, relatives ( marriage included), and
landlord, tenant relation.

d. Those who do not possess land pur-
chased land to hire skilled cultivators.
Knowhow revealed through the hired cul-
tivators.

9). Across the entire island are scattered
Ginseng fields, however, the area called
Buleun Myeon and Gilsang - Myeon, sou-
theastern part of the island, is known to
be the heart of Ginseng cultivation on the
island. In reviewing how Ginseng fields
expanded, Ginseng cultivation generally
spreaded over from a region to another
region where traffic inconvenience is grea-
ter, and where data collection of knowhow
on Ginseng cultivation is practically impo-
ssible due to its geographic remoteness

from nearby Ginseng assoclations or simi-

- 101

lar organizations.

6). The absolute dimensions for Ginseng
is decreasing and tillable land has decrea-
sed considerably since 1975, when it mark-
ed the highest. This decrease is mainly
because of the inactive Ginseng export and
land shortage.

7). The most suitable land for Ginseng
cultivation is a land of fertile soil on a
northerly or northwesterly and gentle
slope of 8 to 15 degrees and 20 to 900
meters above the sea level with an annual

precipitation of 500 to 2,000 mm. Ideal
temperature will be 20 to 25 degrees Cel-

sius, with an average year round tempera-
The
land must preferably be effloresced soil

ture of 0.9 to 13.8 degrees Celsius.

of granite, granite gneiss, and mica with
acidity. In addition, inexpensive land, lower
labour cost, easy access to traffic, and good
workers, are desirable pre—requisite.

8). As tillable land are getting short in
the island, cultivators seek to move out
of the island and into an area like Paju-—
Gun, Yeongcheon— Gun, and Pocheon—Gun,
of Kyunggido, which are all fortunately
within the proximity of Gaeseong. Ano-
ther area is Hoengseong —~Gun, Pyeong-
chang—Gun, And Yeongweol-Gun of
Gangweondo, supposedly the Taebaek
range widely known to be rich in natural
panex Ginseng. Lastly, the Seosan-— Gun
area of Chungcheongnamdo is another
site favourable for Ginseng. In these
areas, an extensive Ginseng cultivation

is underway today.



