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A Study on the Classification of Folk House
Types and Culture Regions in Korea

Summary

Korea has its own distinctive cultural
landscape, and one of the most predomi-
nant and visible aspects of the cultural
landscape is rural houses, The character-
istics which distinguish folk dwellings
help provide the unique character or the
essence of each region. The traditional
folk houses are defined as an object in
this study

The purpose of this study is: First to
study the cultural origin of Korean rural
house and its spreading route. Second,to
give a better understanding of the regi-
onal diversities of folk houses and to cl-
assify the land of Korea into some cul-
folk
houses. Third, to study the cultural inte-

tural regions according to the
rchange of Korea and its circumference’s
rural houses. Finally, to give a systema-
tic understanding of the characters of
types and structures in Korean rural
houses according to her physical enviro-
nment and the mode of life.

The hypotheses of this study are as
follows: First, Korea, a land bridge lead-
ing from the Asian Continent to south-
ern islands, has been influenced in cul-
ture fram both directions. Korean folk

Geography, Korean Geographical Society, 22, pp.41~58, 1980.
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dwellings also have been atfected from
both directions since prehistoric age.
Secondly, because of the geographical
location and the long history of Korea,
regional diversity in folk houses is str-
iking for a coutry as small as Korea.
Thirdly, based on floorplan, the rural
houses of the country may be classified
into two major types: single row room
type and double row room type. Four-
th, double row room house type could
be a proto-type, and single row room
house type could have been transmitted
from the Asian continent. Finally,Kore-
ans have formed their own folk house
type in the country, in spite of foreign
influences.

Floor-plan could be one of important
criteria for the study of cultural diffus-
ion and cultural pattern because of its
remaining for a long time, and also for
understanding of regional characteristics
of folk house and division of cultural
regions.

Korean peninsula could be divided into
some cultural regions according to the
distribution of cultural traits. One way
of classifying traditional rural houses is

% Chonnam Nat. Univ.



on the basis of floorplan. Based on the
floorplan, residential rural house of the
country may be classified into two maj-
room
The
former, with rooms lined up in a row,

or types or patterns: single row
type and double row room type.

may be classified into three sub-types:
parallel rows type, L-or U-shaped single
row type, and linear single row type.
The latter, with rooms arranged in double
row, may be divided into four sub —types:
five—room type, four—-room type, L-shaped
four—room type, and three room type.

Single row house type is widely dist-
ributed in the southwestern part of the
Korean peninsula. In this region, the
original house type may be considered
to have been linear single row house.
Parallel row type of folk houses prevail
in the northwestern part of the penins-
ula and rectangular of single row room
type in the southern part of Korea.The
floor plans of the houses in the mid-
west part are of three general types(I)
L - shaped, (2) U.shaped, and (3)double
L - shaped. The standard type of the re-
which
allows at least three rooms with differ-

gion is the L-shaped building,

ent functions. And the courtyard farm
and
double L-shaped types. The writer tho-

house is a common type in L, U,

ught these L-or U-shaped single row ho-
use forms were later transmitted from
China into midwestern Korea. We can
find similar single row room in the Lo-
wer Yangtze region, but symmetrical room
arrangements in most Chinese folk houses
are basically different from Korean ones.
Animal sheds, barns,and toilets are set off
the residential house, on the side of the

courtyard. All traditional rural houses are

of wooden frame construction with mud
walls.

Double row room house type is dist-
ributed in the northeastern part of the
country, where most of the land is mou-
ntainous. Four-room type is the standad
type in this region, five-room type 1s
characterized by an addtional spacious
room to four-room type. Three-room ty-
pe is generally believed to have been
developed before four-room type. These
types are very similar to Japanese ones
in the aspects of floor-plan and distrib-
uting patterns. Because floorplan may
be used as an indicator of culture regi-
ons and cultural diffusion, Korea and Ja-
pan would be closely related to the

interchange of cultures in ancient times.

In the northeastern part of the Peni-
nsula, double row room house type is,
for the most part, the unit farmstead,in
which people, animals and storage facil-
ities are all under one roof in a single
structure. So, functional spaces are conc-
entrated into unit farm house. House
plan is divided into two major sections
: one half of which is the main part of
the dwelling space with four or five
rooms, and another half is earth floor
kitchen. Kitchen is multi- functional space
and is used as cooking space, working
space, animal sheds, and barn. With the
abundance of wood in these forested
mountains, the farmer often shingle the-
ir houses. The isolated log constructions
were seen in the moufitains where shi-
fting cultivation was,done. These type
of folk houses formed by laying logs
horizontally and notching them together

to form the walls.



The basic house plan of three-room
type is rectangular in shape, distributed
most widely in Quelpart Island ( Cheju
Island). Floor-plan elements are a kitch-
en, a wooden floor, a bed-room and a
store-room. The inside structure of kitc-
hen and wooden floor would be the

elements of southern culture, which were
transmitted through sea route. The room
with "ondol” (heating equipment) and st-
ore-room with earth floor would be the
northern culture, which were introduced
from the peninsula.



