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A Study on the Locational Change of the
Manufacturing Industry in Daegu City

Summary

This paper aims to study the locational
change of industries in Daegu City throughout
the 1970’s, which was the period of rapid
economic growth in Korea. The benchmark
of manufacturing measurement is the number
of workers employed in the plants. The
research area was divided into 50 regional
units. The locational change was analyzed by
means of the specialization curve of Lorenz,
the gravity center, and the standard distance.

The results are summarized as follows:

With the total workers of manufacturing in
Korea, Daegu City lost their previous high
ranks because the number of manufacturing
workers had decreased in such major indust-
ries as textile, metal 2. and machinery. The
comparison of employment structure by
Lorenz curve shows that the manufacturing in
Daegu has been more specialized than the
national one throughout the 1970’s, however,
the striking contrast between them has been
diminished since the former changes to the
diversification while the latter to the speci-
alization.

In terms of the locational change, the Daegu
industries have increased in their number
of workers and expanded regionally. Their

Chul Hong Kwak

active concentration and movement to the:
newly established industrial parks of Nowon
and Chimsan resulted in the regional functional’
differentiation of the Daegu urban area. The
manufacturing gravity center has moved from
the southern boundary of Chimsan dong to the
mid west part of the same area, about 1,200
meters away to the NW direction from the
original. The standard distance has expanded
from 2.65 to 3. 10 kilometers. The farther the-
district was located from C.B.D., the greater
the number of manufacturing workers became
and the more active the movement to suburban
districts was.

In terms of the locational change by the
manufacturing groups, the gravity center of
wood and furniture industry moved to the NN
E direction among the seven groups researched
and analyzed in the study, but that of the
others moved to the similar NW and NNW
directions. The distance of movement of the
groups was from 1,000 to 1,300 meters except
the maximum movement (3,500 meters) of clay
stone and glass industry and the minimum
movement(750 meters) of food and beverage.
These directions and distances of movement
from the original gravity center suggest that
the industries have made a great locational
change to the industrial parks of Nowon,
Chimsan and Gumdan. The expansion of stan-
dard distance is great in consumer industries,

Geography, Korean Gzographical Society, 21, PP. 38~52, 1980
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in which the locational expansion throughout
the same period takes place actively. However,
the change in producer industries is not so
great, because in Daegu most of them are
.composed of the small plants in scale.

“The primary factor of the locational change
in Daegu depends on the industrial park project,
and the secondary one is the tax system and
administrative measure against the pollution.
The other factors accelerating of the industrial
‘movement are the differences of the land
value and the rate of rising land value between
the central part and the fringe of Daegu City,
and the industrial complex between small or
medium size plants and large ones as well.

Finally, the growth of Daegu industries is
50 slow in comparison with the population that

the comparative weight is gradually falling.
The disadvantage that Daegu is located in the
inland seems to bring about exclusion from
the national industrial development policy by
the wage increase and the export depression
is declining the textile industry, which typi-
cally requires labor intensity.

To overcome the difficulties resulting from
the employment structure of textile speciali-
zation in Daegu, the proper authorities should
be more concernd with the followings; 1) the
development policy of new industrial groups
except the textile, 2) the continous encourage-
ment policy of plant removal to the industrial
park, with advantageous financial aid, and 3)
the rational urban planning by means of inter-
regional co-operation.
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