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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to explain the increasing trend of the aged population and its

demographic characteristics. This study is based on the data for the aged population above 65

years old published by the Bureau of Statistics, Fconomic Planning Board. The increasing trend

of the aged population has been analyzed and projected from 1955 to the year 2 000. Some

demographic charicteristics of the aged population including marital status, educational status and

status of economic activitics have also been analyzed in order to identify the problems associated

with aging of population in Korea. The study offers the following conclusion.

I.

The aged population index, the proportion of aged population to total population was 3.6
in 1975 and projected to be 6.6 in 2 000. There has been steady increase of the aged popula-
tion is reflected in changes of population structure. The proportional change of the aged
population index was 100.0 in 1955, 109.0 in 1975 and 200.0 in 2 000 respectively.

- As for marital status of the aged population 77.6 per cent of male were married whiie 243 per

cent of female were married in 1975. 22 per cent of male were widowed while it spouses died
declined remarkable the mortality rate declined.

- As the educational status of the aged, 77 per cent never attended school and 18 per cent

attended from a primary school. This is very low and the number of educated men is higher
than that of educated women. The rank ordering of schooling is city, Eub and Myeon in that
aged.
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4. The dependency ratio of the aged population was 5.9 in 1955, 6.1 in 1975 and will be 9.8

in 2 000.

It is gradually increasing as indicated above 20 per cent of aged population was

economically active of these, they are employed in the following occupations as listed in

order of the magnitude of the aged population employed.

The employment status of the aged workers shows that a greater number of persons are self-

employed than workers for another employer.

56.0 per cent of those employed.
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Table 1. Percentage distribution of total
population by broad age groups,
1955~ 2000,
Population Perecntage of the  The aged
Year Xyﬁ ;hzusands) total population %eilﬁom
wrous. 65F 0~14 15~64 65+ age group

1955 21502 714 412 555 3.3 8.1
1960 24, 989 935 40.6 55.6 3.8 9.2
1966 29, 160 961 43.5 53.2 3.3 7.6
1970 31,435 1,039 42.1 54.6 3.3 7.8
1975 34,681 1,229 38.3 58.1 3.6 9.3
1980 *38,243 1,461 34.1 62.1 3.8 10. 4
1985 41,626 1,760 31.6 64.2 4.2 13.4
1990 45,134 2,185 29.9 65.2 4.9 16. 2
1995 48,262 2,657 28.9 65.6 5.5 19.1
2000 51,142 3,356 26.7 66.7 6.6 24.6
Source " Korea Statistical Yearbook 1975,

natjonal bureau of statistics, economic
planning board (excluding foreigners)

*Note ; The estimate of 1980 to 2000 are
rearranged from the porjection by T.
Y. Chun and J. K. Kim.
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Figl. Percent increase of population structure index of Korea.

Source; Table 1.

Table 2. Comparison of population structure of selected countries,

2000 - Year

Population (in thousands)

Percentage of

Country Year ; o - the _E?Ztﬁ',l,_ p\opgl_%’:ig? )
Total 0~14 15~64 65+ 0~14 15~64 65+

Korea* 1975 34,681 13,285 20,166 1,229 38.31
Rep. of Germany 1975 16,850 3,646 10,467 2,737 21.64
Switzerland 1975 6,375 1,440 4,147 788 22.59
Japan 1975 111,934 27,187 75,843 8,858 24.29
Austria 1974 7,480 1,774 4,594 1,112 23.71
Sweden 1974 8,161 1,690 5,260 1,211 20.71
Hungary 1974 10,479 2,101 7,076 1,302 20.05
Italy 1974 55,180 13,423 35,243 6,514 24.32
Bulgaria 1974 8,479 1,931 5,828 920 22.25
U. S. A 1974 211,390 54,615 134,959 21,816 25.84
New Zealand 1974 3,095 938 1,890 267 30.31

58.15

62.12
65.05
67.76
61.42
64.45

67.53
63.87
67.15
63.84
61.06

3.6

16. 24
12. 36

7.91
14.87
14.84

12.42
11.81
10. 60
10.32
8.63

Source;UN Demographic Yearbook 1975,

*Note ;Korea Statisitcal Yearbook 1975, national bureau of statistics,

economic planning board(excluding foreigners) .



Table 3. Sex ratios of the aged copulation by age, 1966~2000.

Population
Year Age Sex ratio*
Both sexes Male Female
1966 65+ 961, 319 378, 324 582, 995 64.9
65~74 704,672 287,737 416,935 69.0
75+ 256, 647 90, 587 166, 060 54.6
1970 65+ 1,039, 378 398,078 641, 300 62.1
65~74 750, 159 302, 266 447,893 67.5
75+ 289, 219 95,812 193, 407 49.5
1975 65+ 1, 206, 599 458, 387 748, 212 61.3
65~74 868, 040 352,999 515,041 68.5
75t 338,559 105, 388 233,171 45.2
1980 65+ 1,461,029 582, 165 878,864 66.2
65~74 1,055, 232 450,813 604, 419 74.6
75+ 405,797 131, 352 274, 445 47.6
1990 65+ 2,185, 441 948,791 1, 236,651 76.7
65~74 1,548, 481 704,093 844, 388 83.4
75+ 636,961 244,698 392,263 62.4
2000 65+ 3, 356, 598 1,471,997 1,884,603 78.1
65~74 2, 320,580 1,044, 391 1,276,191 81.8
75+ 1,036,018 427,606 608,412 70.3

Sources; 1) Compiled from the 1966, 1970 and 1975 Census Report.
2) The estimate of 1980 to 2000 are rearranged from the projection by T. Y. Chun
and J. K. Kim.

*Note;Sex ratio= ng%:ﬁ%_ X100

Table 4. Distribution of the aged population by region in 1970 and 1975.

65+ Age group

Percentage distribution

Sex
Year Region SB;::S Male Female ?(:(t:s Male Female ratio
1970 Whole country 1,039,378 398,078 641,300 100.0 100.0 100.0 62.1
Total for - sis 266,138 87,797 178,341 25.6 22.1 27.8 49.2
Total for eubs 90, 965 34, 406 56, 559 8.8 8.6 8.8 60.8
Total for myeons 682,273 275,873 406,400 65.6 69.3 63.3 67.9
1975 Whole country 1,206,599 458,387 748,212 100.0 100.0 100.0 61.3
Total for sis 382,097 128,569 253,528 31.7 28.0 33.9 50.7
Total for eubs 129,624 49,918 79, 696 10.7 10.9 10.7 62.7
Total for myeons 694,823 279,899 414,924 57.6 61.1 55.4 67.5
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Table 5. Distribution of the 15~64 age group by region in 1970 and 1975.

15~64 Age group

Percentage distribution

Year  Region Both Both g
sexes Male Female sexes Male Female ratio

1970 Whole country 17,154,441 8,529,414 8,625,027 100.0 100.0 100.0 98.9
Total for sis 7,758,632 3,860,729 3,897,903 45.2 45.3 45.2 90.3
Total for eubs 1,522,581 756, 006 766,575 8.8 8.9 8.9 98.7
Total for myeons 7,871,124 3,910,632 3,960, 492 45.9 45.8 45.9 98.8

1975 Whole country 20,263,985 10,146,185 10,117,800 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.3
Total for sis 10,487,175 5,177,382 5,309,793 51.8 51.0 52.5 97.5
Total for eubs 2,113,721 1,061,226 1,052,495 10.4 10.5 10.4 101.0
Total for myeons 7,659,671 3,904,247 3,755,424 37.8 38.5 37.1 104.0
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Table 6. Percentage distribution of marital status of the aged by age and sex.

Both sexes Male Female

Year Age 5 : : :
Mar- Wid- Di- Sin- Mar- Wid- Di Sin- Mar- Wid- Di- Sin-

ried owed vorced gle ried owed vorce gle ried owed vorced gle
1966 65+ 41.3 58.5 0.2 0.1 71.0 28.6 0.3 0.1 22.0 77.8 0.1 0.1
65~74 46.9 52.8 0.2 0.1 76.5 23.1 0.3 0.1 26.5 73.3 0.1 0.1
75+ 25.7 74.1 0.2 0.1 53.4 46.3 0.2 0.1 10.6 89.2 0.1 0.1
1970 65t 41.6 58.1 0.3 0.1 73.5 26.0 0.3 0.1 21.7 78.0 0.2 0.1
65~74 47.8 51.7 0.3 0.1 79.2 20.3 0.3 0.1 26.7 72.9 0.3 0.1
75t 25.3 74.5 0.2 0.1 55.7 43.9 0.2 0.1 10.2 89.6 0.2 0.1
1975 651 44.6 55.1 0.2 0.1 77.6 22.0 0.2 0.1 24.3 75.3 0.2 0.1
65~74 51.3 48.4 0.2 0.1 82.7 16.9 0.2 0.1 29.8 69.9 0.2 0.1
75t 27.4 72.3 0.2 0.1 60.7 39.0 0.2 0.1 12.3 87.3 0.1 0.1

Soure; Compiled from the 1966,1970 and 1975 Census Report.

o7 Po-o o) inch o A5 nrew  EES 2o SEm A0 W HEKER K
£ 5 4 ek Foll= £ X7 98 Ao Busct £HRE
196643k 19754 10490 REMEE ke r S v WAD 2 77%7F &3, BRSBKT 18%2
il ol HEUBEL Woel AL ML F T HH KES debdch
+ Bo|lx v} ojeigt #MbE F 49} o] & r@%ui T I P S < N T R
W, F 196699 it 64.9 197042 62.1 € HEM & HEFAEE Bolm gl
1975%.9] 61.32.2 #A sl Beals BN HIEARHES 2@ #HES S 5+ dEeig .
o}

oje}, Y Gk ®EE eg A4
MRS 2 (FERRI) kel A fEAlol
3. ZRADS HERE 64.5%, BIRAKIE 252918 Wl KiEL @

AN O KB KES MRS SED He) ROl 84.9%, BUKAAL 13.2% 24 Wi #
£70)eL(1975%) . HERE RN AL A ORES DRk A el mEme s

\:]» o] =

N2 60RLLL HBEO R fifsteleh ol B Bl ol WMol A L) WA 93 2% e ¥

HAEL 2elvel Ykl Ao HES
T A= BEe A y%ESE A K F
o S Eiol Al WA £ Qe

7 FIBeTHESr HBEDH A ZA= 605
LIk & &5 o7 RAaTegsts) wl Folel, I
b R5 305ELLETo THEF Bve e

o mo rlo n

13) FREEHE . BLASE A N3 LB BETE, A8 RSERER AR EIMY 3, Ned98ololl 2] 3}
oA EAT S FORSET - UM 19.30, Ltk 15 THEE Yitkel A 365 W 2oE
Ebstet,

14) SRS ekl - RETTEA SOl HE M@ BB BT, A% KPR KRB BRI,
Nol73.cloll elets BATEAES THOASHFI-S Uitk 18.85% it 16. 42 Yikel 1) 2.4
e Hog epybe

15) 84 op. cit., 17),

ol elatwl AR fEBo] v A7t BF 9.5% 4T 3.6%=2 vhepytch

16) FHHEJH D RAT ATl BHRY BRAE, AP AR IHARE, 1974,



Table 7. Educational attainment of the 60 and over age group by region.

. No formal Primary Middle High Junior  College or
Region . Total
school school school school college  higher
Population

Whole country 1,488,880 352,675 54, 685 28,444 7,862 11,588 1,944,151
Total for sis. 381,512 183,319 40, 357 22,948 6,148 9,977 644, 277
Total for eubs 162,731 38,531 4,560 1,869 511 623 208, 825
Total for myeons 944,573 130,823 9,768 3,627 1,203 987 1,090,982

Percentage distribution
Whole country 76.58 18.14 2.81 1.46 0.41 0.60 100. 00
Total for sis. 59.22 28. 45 6.26 3.56 0.96 1.55 100.00
Total for eubs 77.93 18.45 2.18 0.90 0.24 0.30 100. 00
Total for myeons 86.58 11.99 0.90 0.33 0.11 0.09 100.00

Source:;Compiled from the 1975 Census Report.
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Table 8. Changes of the dependency ratio of

Korea (1955~2000) .

Year 1) Total 2) Aged pop.
1975 80.3 5.9
1960 79.9 6.7
1966 87.9 6.2
1970 83.2 6.1
1975 72.0 6.1
1980 65.3 6.2
1985 55.9 6.6
1990 53.3 7.4
1995 52.3 8.3
2000 49.8 9.8

Note . 1) Total dependency ratio

_(0~14)465+

15~64

x 100

2) Dependency ratio of the aged

_ 65+
15~64

x 100
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Table 9. Comparison of the dependency ratio of selected countries.

Country Year

Percentage of the total population

Dependency ratio

0~14 15~64 65+ 0~14 65+
Korea 1975 38.3 58.1 3.6 74.4 5.9
Rep. of Germany 1975 21.7 62.1 16.2 34.8 26.2
Austria 1974 23.7 61.4 14.9 38.6 24.2
Sweden 1974 20.7 64.5 14.8 32.1 23.0
Swizerland 1974 22.6 65.0 12.4 34.7 15.0
Italy 1974 24.3 63.9 11.8 38.1 18.5
Hungary 1974 20.1 67.5 12.4 29.7 18.4
U. S. A 1974 25.8 63.9 10.3 40.4 16.2
Bulgaria 1974 22.2 67.2 10.6 33.1 15.8
New Zealand 1974 30.3 61.1 8.6 49.6 14.1
Japan 1975 24.3 67.8 7.9 35.8 11.7

Source; Compiled from the UN Demographic Yearbook 1975, and the 1975 Census Report in Korea.

#10. Population by age and economic activity status.

151 Age group

65% Age group

Total Male Female Sexratio  Total Male Female Sex ratio
Population(in thousands)
Economically active pop. 13,160 8,088 5,072 159 251 159 92 173
Economically inactive pop. 7,725 1,933 5,792 33 973 302 671 45
Total 20,885 10,021 10,864 92 1,224 461 763 60
Percentage distribution
Economically active pop. 63.01 80.71 46.69 — 20.50 34.49 12.06 —
Economically inactive pop. 3.9 19.29 53.31 — 79.49 65.51 87.94 -

Total

100.00 100.00 100.00 —

100.00 100.00 100.00




Table 11. Employed persons of the aged population by sex and industry(minor group).

Person Percentage distribution
Indust ry* h Both
?e())cte S Male Female sexes Male Female
Tota 249,446 157,826 91,620 100.0 100.0 100.0
A. Agri.,, For,, Hunt, Fishing 214,484 131,453 83,031 86.0 61.3 38.7
B. Mining 297 281 16 0.1 94.6 5.4
C. Manufacturing 5,394 4,428 966 2.2 82.1 17.9
D. Electricit, Gas, Water W. 96 96 0 0.4 100.0 0
E. Construction 1,699 1,637 62 0.7 96.4 3.6
F. Managers, Wholesale, Pro., Cater., 16,827 11,508 5,319 5.5 68.4 31.6
G. Transport, Communications service. 486 486 0 0.2 100.0 0
H. Insurance, Real Estate Financing 3,108 3,044 64 1.2 97.9 2.1
1. Social Overhead & 7,055 4,893 2,162 2.8 69.4 30.6

Capital & Other Services

Source; Compiled from the 1975 Census Report, ecanomic activity.

¥ Note; A. Agriculture, Forestry, Hunting, Fishing
D. Electrcit, Gas, Water workers
F. Managers, Wholesale, Working proprietors, Cataring
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Table 12. Employed

persons of the aged population by type of employment.

Tvype of employment

Region Total Workers on Emol Unpaid family Emol
own accounts ployer worker mployee
Person
Whole country 249, 446 142, 250 7,541 81,492 18,089
Tota for sis 34, 364 19,789 3,884 3,825 6,818
Total for eubs 28,557 17, 290 726 7,769 2,746
Tota for myeons 186, 525 195,171 2,931 68, 898 8,525
Percentage distibution
Whole country 100.0 57.0 30 32.7 7.3
Total far sis 100.0 57.6 11.3 1.1 19.8
Tota for eubs 100.0 60.5 2.5 27.2 9.6
Total for myeons 100.0 56.4 1.6 37.4 4.6

Source;Compiled from the 1975 Census Report, economic activity.
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Table 11—1. Emploved persons of the aged population bv sex and oceupation (minor group).

Economic activity pob.

Percentage distribution

Oceunation
Both sexes Male Female Both sexse Male  Female
A. Pro. Tech.. Related Worker 249,446 157.826  91.620 1.5 2.0 0.6
B. Administrative & 3.689 3,115 574 0.6 0.9 0.1
Managerial Workers
C. Cherical & Related Workers 1,579 1,508 71 0.5 0.8 0.1
D. Sales Workers 15,870 12, 169 3,701 6.4 7.7 4.0
E. Service Workers 5, 283 2,220 3,003 2.1 1.4 3.3
F. Agri., Ani., Hus,, & For, 214,363 131,286 83,077 85.9 83.2 90.7
Fish., Hunters
G. Pre., Related W., TEO,, 7,326 6, 268 1,058 3.0 4.0 1.2
L sours

Source; Compiled from the 1975 Census Report, economic activity.
* Note; A- Professional, Technical & Related Workers.
F- Agricul tural, Animal Husbandry and Forestry Workers, Fishermen and Hunters.

Table 12—1. Employed persons of the aged population by

type of employment.

Type of emplovment

Region Total Workers on Unpaid family .
own accounts Employer worker Ermployee

Person
Whole country 249, 446 142, 250 7,541 81,492 15,0849
Total for sis 34, 364 19, 789 3,884 3,825 5,818
Total for eubs 28, 557 17, 290 726 7,769 2,746
Total for myeons 186, 525 195,171 2,931 68, 898 3,525

Percentage distribution
Whole country 100.0 57.0 3.0 32.7 7.3
Total for sis. 100.0 57.6 11.3 11.1 19.8
Total for eubs 100.0 60.5 2.5 27.2 9.6
Touwal for myeons 100.0 56.4 1.6 37.4 4.6

Source; Compiled from the 1975 Census Report, economic activity.
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Table 12—3. Employed persons of the aged population by employee.

Sex Employee Regulary emp. Temporary emp.  Daily emp.
T Pe rson

Both sexes 18, 089 5, 342 2,623 10,124
Male 12,767 4,184 1,862 6,721
Female 5,322 1,158 761 3,403

Percentage distribution
Both sexes 100.0 29.5 14.5 56.0
Male 100.0 32.8 14.6 52.6
Female 100.0 21.8 14.3 63.9
Source; Compiled from the 1975 Census Report, economic activity.
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