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—Abstract—

Occipital Alopecia Following Open Heart Surgery

— One case report —

Chan Yong Kim, M.D.

(Director;Prof. Dong June Lee)

Department of Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery} of the Chonnam

National University Hospital

Alopecia is a minor complication following open heart surgery, but it is a cosmetic and psychotic

problem to the patient. Especially the extensive long period of operation, prolonged mechanical

ventilation and no change of patient head position during operative and recovery period may serve

the localized scalp pressure effect which causes postoperative alopecia.

So, for prevention of the postoperative alopecia, adequate blood flow and pressure must

be maintained with alternative change of head position during operative and recovery period.

The author experienced one case of occipital alopecia following open heart surgery and reports

with literature.
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Head turning as related to alopecia

No.of Alope-

Group Pt. ciape %

A. Head turned every
30 min, during op. 12 2 17

B. Head turned every

30 min., during

recovery 12 3 25

C. Head turned every

30 min. during op.
and recovery 12 0 0
TOTAL 36 5 14
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