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A Study of Natural Seasons in Korea

Summary

Four seasons are markedly present in
Korean Peninsula, The weather of winter is
under the control of Siberean anticyclone.
and that of summer is under the control of
Pacific High, Spring and Autumn’ correspond
to a replacement time of those two air masses.

In this paper, the writer has classified the
natural seasons in Korea and analysed its
climatological characters and weather situa-
tions. The available data of average values
for daily temperature and rainfall at Seoul,
Daegu and Jeju from 1941 to 1970 are used in
this analysis,

Figuer 1-3 present the annual march of
normal temperature and precipitation. The
smoothed curve is the smoothing daily normal
temperature and the jig-saw curve is the
normal temperature. Bar is the normal daily
precipitation, The natural seasons of Korea
can be classified as showned on Fig. 1-3 into
13 seasons: early spring, spring, late spring,
ecarly summer, Changma (early summer rainy
season), mid-summer, late summer (which
falls in the early autumn rainy season),

Byong-sul Lee*

autumn, late autumn, early winter, severe
winter, and late winter.

As recognized in temperature anomalies of
Fig. 4, the fluctuation of temperature during
the winter half year is very large. It is due
to the
periodical over flow of Siberean air mass, On
the contrary, that of summer half year is

to the temperature surge owing

very small. This means that the temperature
regime ruled by the Pacific anticyclone during
this season is very stable.

Thus, it is reaffirmed that the annual
temperature variation occurs by two factors.
One is the annual variation in incident solar
radiation and the other is the seasonal
replacement of air masses.

The duration of winter season is longer in
Seoul in the central region, but it is com-
paratively short in Jeju Island in the south
sea of the Korean peninsula, On the other
hand, the duration of spring and autumn is
longer in Jeju, but it is short in Seoul,
However, the length of summer season both
in Seoul and Jeju is almost identical, It is
obvious there is no severe winter season in
Jeju. The temperature singularities markedly
appear, especially, in winter.

Geography, Korean Geographical Society, 20, pp.1~11, 1979, =* Seoul Nat. Univ.



