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A Study on some Problems derived from Improvement

Work of Rural Houses and their Solutions

—A Comparative Study on the Traditional Rural Houses
and New Rural Houses in Chonnam Province—

Summary

Since 1971 when the nation wide “New Co-
mmunity” movement was launched to improve
rural standards of living, old and thatched-roof
houses have been reshaped or removed, thereby
making it hard to find time-honored people’s
living structures in the countryside.

Since 1977, the improvement work of rural
houses has started throughout the country, so
many new rural residences have been const-
ructing along the highway, main roads, rail-
ways and around the sightseeing area. New
rural houses do not show, for the most part,
the traditional architectural styles and the
nation’s unique conventional ways of living.

The writer tried to find solutions to the
problems derived from improvement work of
rural residences, in a comparative method of
traditional rural houses and newly constructed
rural ones. The greater part of new rural
houses’ types, painting colors, and fence types
had been recommended by provincial adminis-
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trative officials.

Officials recommended them to the farmer
with their standards, which did not consider
farmer’s convenience of the traditional way of
life, but a fine sight from the highways or
railways.

Korea’s three basic roof types are the HAP-
KAK roof (gabled and hipped), the UCHINKAK
roof (hipped), and the BAKKONG roof (gabled).
However, the gabled roof houses, having their
entrance on the gabled side, are found more
often in new rural village. As mentioned
above, architectural style is not harmonious
with the topography and climate in Korea,
because it is not Korean traditional type,
but one of the western styles.

And new rural house plans are inconvenient
in the conservative rural family system, beca-
use of the same category with urban houses
plans.

Other problems derived from non-traditional
architectural styles are roof painting in 4-5
colors in a new village, types of wall and
fence, and attached building in the site.
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