By BEGELIUESL LB
Korean J. of Preventive Medicine
Vol. 11, No. 1, October, 1978

EE EFHEREREA w3 597
An Analysis on Medical Malpractice Problem in U. S. A.
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Percentage of Medical Malpractice Claims Files Closed at Each Stage in the Process and Percentage

Closed With and Without Payment

. With : Without

Stage claim closed Total payment payment
Incident report/pre<claim ........ 28.6 7.4 21.2
Claim/pre~suit . . .. ... ......... 21.7 7.4 14.3
Suit/pre-tral ................ 38.2 24.9 13.3
Trial/pre-verdict .............. 5.0 3.5 1.5
Verdict .. ......... .. 6.5 1.6 4.9

Total .. ......iiiiviinn... 100.0% 44.8% 55.2%

Source: Commission Study of Claim Files Closed in 1970.
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Distribution of Amounts Paid on Medical
Malpractice Claims Closed in 1970

Cululative

Total settlement costs Percent
of incidents, of percent of
in dollars incidents indidents
1499 ............ 21.1 21.1
500-999............ 16.0 37.1
1,000-1,999 . ....... 12.3 49.4
2,000-2,999 ........ 10.1 59.5
3,000-3,999 ........ 3.0 62.5
4,0004,999 ........ 2.7 65.2
5,000-9,999 . ....... 134 78.6
10,000-19,999 ...... 10.0 88.6
20,000-39,999 ...... 5.3 93.9
40,000-59,999 ...... 13 95.2
60,000-79,999 ...... 1.0 96.2
80,000-99999 ...... 0.8 97.0
100,000 andup ...... 3.0 100.0
100.0

Source: Commission Study of Claim Files
Closed in 1970.
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SEVERITY OF INJURIES
ALLEGED IN MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

CLAIM FILES CLOSED IN 1970
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National Price and Index For Physicians’ and Surgeons’ Malpractice Insurance, 1960-1972

Physicians (Class 2)

Surgeons (Class 4)

Year Dollar Index \ :srepr:i:;t Dollar Index :e;eﬁr‘::lt
cost (1966 = 100) of income* cost (1966 = 100) of income**
1960 110.7 71.9 n.a. 229.1 523 n.a.
1962 114.9 74.6 0.5 279.1 63.7 n.a.
1964 133.0 86.4 0.5 378.1 86.2 1.2
1966 154.0 100.0 0.6 438.5 100.0 1.2
1968 249.5 162.1 0.8 571.0 130.2 14
1970 620.5 403.0 1.8 1,880.9 428.9 4.2
1971 711.5 462.1 na. 2,094.0 4717.5 n.a.
1972 767.2 498.3 na. 2,307.4 526.2 n.a.

* The income figure used in for self-employed general practitioners, Copyright © 1972 by Medical

Economics Company, Oradell, New Jersey 07649.

** The income figure used is for self-employed general surgeons; also from Medical Economics.
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