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Abstract

Heemyung Lee

This article is an attempt to explain, at least in part, the contemporary Korean women’s
consciousness of Western Dreasses. As time changes, the role of clothing undergoes varisous
transitions, while values and ways cf life are constantly in change. It is, theredore, proper
and appropriate to recognize as among the major aspects ¢f social psychology such phenomenon
as interests, understanding of clothing, the choice of a dress, and attitudes toward clothing,
etc. The purpose of this study is to discover prcblems concerning and their soluthing and
their solutions, by means of a surveying approach.

The method of research used is based upcn questionares distributed to parents of first-year
pupils in elementary schools and to female clerks wcerking in cffices, covering the period from

August through October, 1976. The number cf the questicnares distrubuted totalled 600, and
526 were returned to the research to be utiilized for analysis.

The contents of the survey included such things as values ccncerning clothing, kinds of
clothing and their practical use, the selection of clothing and the method of purchase, fashi-
ons, etc. The classification of aquisition are self-made clothing, clothing made to order and
ready-made materials. It is ccmpcesed ¢f 25 items, incleding affirmative reasons as well as
negative ones. |

The processing of the material returned was mede by using the computer, and based upon
classifications such as ages, monthly income, cccupaticns; thus diagraming the result in perc-
entages.

The conclusion made and the improvements prcprosed are as follows:

1. The .vaiues cf clothing were placed c¢n the expression ¢f the wearer’s personality (32.7)
andq on eauty(28.€9%). The lower age grcup places is stress upon the expression of persona-
lity, while the higher age grcup stresses beauty. Abcut 50% o¢f wearers are contented with
their clothing, their clothing, the rest ¢f whem them irdicating their dissatisfaction with
what they wear. As to designs at the time c¢f selecticn, abcut-4.6% indicated their preference
cf personal expression, 31.8% on usefulness. In selecting material, practicality is emphasized;
in selecting patterns, single color is preferred. In short, perscnal expression and esthetic
values are primary, with consideration of practicality in mind.

2. The classification of clothing according to their uses indicates the highest numbers in
normal wear (home wears) and clothings to be worn outside hcme. As to evening dresses,
(party dress) only one or two articles were checked by many, and no such article was clamed
to be possessed by most. The highest ratio ¢f wearing was shcwn in the case of hcme wear
(47.3%) and clothing to be worn cutside the home, which is 55.8%. The budget for one
article of clothing was greatest in the case of home wear, and clothing worn outside the
homwe. Many used btoth kinds of articles for the same purpose. It is desirable, therefore, that
the kinds of clothing should be varied according to the purpose for which they are wcrn, and
that clothing appropriate for that purpose should be worn.

3. The motivation for purchasing clothing was highly chosen in the item of seasonal chage,
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which was 55.7%; Clothing deliberately made was indicated by 45.2%. In the mothcds of
purchasing clothing, clothing made to order and ready-made was indicated by 44.4%, which
is the highest; Clothing made to order was 25.4%, and self-sewing was 1.19%, which is the
lowest. e

(1) In the case of self-sewing, “I like it but it is very hard,” was checked by 43.6%; “It
is so difficult that I cannot wear such clothing” was checked by 13.3%. From these, we can
conclude that the questionees are willing to make clothing by themselves, but techniques inv-
olved in sewing and ot her problems involved in the skill are complicated but when those
problems are eliminated there is a possibility for practice. The response checked by questionees
concerning the self-sewing was,. “It’s economical”, which is a clear indication that many
questionees are positive for self-sewing. It is generally believed that ready-made clothing is
cheaper, but it is not necessarily so. In consideration of the quality of clothing, self-sewing
i1s a necessity, and it is desirable that it should be encouraged. |

(3) Problems involved in ready-made clothing, such as designs, skills, size (fitting) should
be eliminated. When these problems are scientifically gotten rid of, it is possible that affir-
mative returns will be expected. Affirmative responses such as “Ready-made clothing is econ-
omical,” “You can select there on the spot,” are good signs that many women expect to wear
ready-made clothing. It is in this sense that the prospect for ready-made clothing is brighter
when much development for ready-made clothing is on the way.

4. Much concern for fashion are checked in such item of questions as “Fashionable clothing
in the show window,” “Clothes worn by women.” The first item was checked by 50.1%, and
the second was checked by 48.6%. The reason for following fashion is “Because many people
wear them,” which was indicated by 30.4%. The reasoﬁ for not following fashion is “It is
too expanéive,” whiéh was checked by 29.6%. The 26.2% of the answers indicated that
“Fashionable clothing is devoid of personality,” The influences of fashion over the developm-
ent of fashion over the developmeat of clothing are two-fold: Esthetic and active. It is not

to be deniable that people follow fashion more or less. 1978.9>

<HHBIRR AN ER =, BREM, S5 %%, 1978. 10>



