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A Study on Historical Development of the Biological
Science Curriculum for High Schools in Korea

Wan-Ho, Chung

ABSTRACT

First: The common points from “syllabus” period to that of “Course of study” are as
follows:

1) with no introduction explained, the “Syllabus” or “Course of study” was made to
be completed in accordance with the allotment of time (unit).

2) To teach how to rear animals and grow plants, and to make specimens with
collected samples formed a great significant field of learning, which meant giving
more emphasis on learning classification, life-centered education and basic field of
learniné than discipline-centered education.

3) The reason why the field of applied biology was emphasized on was that both per-
iods had ideals in common to educate persons more necessary and useful to the
society than to major the pure academic field.

4) Both periods mainly dealt with problems of diseases, and physical health discussed
all over the world in 1950’s which accounts for necessity of the society to free
from ignorance.

*Second; “The first curriculum period” and “the second one” are observed as follows:

1) The former took the unit (credit) system for the first time.

It tried to lay down the conceptual hierarchy with “Biology 1™ and “J” divided,
while “Biolgy I” is better systematized than “Biology I”.

2) Discipline-centered education and structure fo knowledge are put more emphasis on
especially in “the 2nd curriculum period”.

3) And also in this period are included serious problems such as urgency of pollution,
importance of nature conservation, population due to the development of industry.

“Third; With the recent curriculum laid down. experiments and teaching contents of
subjects are put in harmony with each other and accordingly the process of Inquiry
is laid emphasis on.

Fourth; It is necessary to set up conceptual sequence and scope effectively in the
curriculum,



