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Studies on Sickness in Rural_Residents
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Dept. of Preventive Medicine, Chonnam University Medical School Kwangju, Korea

(Directed by Assoc. Prof. Byong Woo 'Kir.n, M.D., D.M.S.)

A study on the sickness distribution and mode of treatment in rural area was conducted
during the period from July ’75 to Aug. ’75 using 1,225 households, 7,918 population (4,017
male, 3,901female) and 343 cases th at found during the period of survey who had beenlived
in Nammyon, Hwasoongun, Chonnam.

The summarized results were as follows:

1. Average family number per household was 6.5 and
prevalence rate was 43.3 (21.2 for male, 22.1 for female).

2. General sickness distribution by classification of disease accordi ngto W.H.O. was hig-
hest in disease of the nervous system and sense organs (21.3%), and important others
were disease of the digestive system (16.9%) and disease of the respiratory system(14.8%).
In male, distribution was in order of downward disease of digestive system, disease of

nervous system and sense organs, disease of skin, cellular.tissue, bones and organs of
movement, and disease of respiratory system.

In female, distribution was in order of downward disease of nervou s system and sense or-
gans, disease of respiratory system, disease of digestive system, and disease of skin,
cellular tssue, bones and organs of movement.

3. Types of treatment in both sexes were showed that home and folkmedicine (41.1%),
pharmacy (24.5%), admission to hospital or clinic (16.9%), out-patient clinic (10.8%) and
herbmedicine (6.7%) in downward order.

Hospital and clinic utility rate was 27.8% (31.5 for male, 24.0 for female) and it was
highest in 0-4 age groups and lowest in 40-49 year age groups.

4. Hospital and clinic utility rate was highest in neoplasms, and the other hands, disease
of the nervous system and sense organs and disease of the digestive system were the
highest groups in the all types of treatment other than hospital and clinic.
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5. On the results of treatment not, exactly replied answer was the highest (41.7%) and only

16.0% said complete recovery.

In completely recovered cases, hospital and clinic using group was predominant (58.2%) and

in aggravated cases, home and folkmedicine using group was highest.
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Table 1. Distribution of household by occupation » v
Item Number % 1. ERMER B FRRE
Agriculture 1056 86.2 mHRRES SEE ohed e WH 0.6l BEH
Commerce _ 35 2.9 AR &3kglet
Salary man » 30 2.5 = _ ==
Industry 24 L9 ARER . R
Labourer : 30 2.5 1. B O 54 R
No job 19 1.5 2. Gy .
Other 3t 5 3~4 WA 2AM, WSRRERH, HERE R B
Total - 1225 100.0 M M % EMB KA
B iR, RBISE ¥ ABRE
. . . - . 6. R W R
Table 2. Distribution of household by educati- 7 ERE R
onal background 8 R B S
Item ‘ " Number % 9. - WILRREIA
- - 10. - HERBRER
No education 198 16.1 11. iR, SRERS S
querstand Korean letter 269 22.0 12~13. K8, 8E, 5, SR £5
Primary school grade 550 45.0 14. Y Tl
Middle school grade 60 4.9 15. o) B
High school grade 37 3.0 16. #3, BEHTEERE
Dollege grade 14 1.1 17. R HighE 9 27
Not clear 97 79 17E v r & “ESEGHR)
- _ . ~ =45
Total 1225 100.0 17N ! o ZEFREHS

)

Table 3. Population distribution by age
BFR#E 34349 BT %5 ERSEN THc &R 440

groups and sex

—  As R
Age group,/Sex Male Female Total % EEHm A0 7,91840] 3 288 WMRIAKEL 43.3
0~ 2 w12 ;L: e %»scf 2.2, KFE 2212 £T7 %:’Fé?
~ 9 " 639 608 124 157 _ )
10 ~ 14 75 64l 1356 17.1 olol e ERE ERAEAA 10HMEY Z2HEE &
15 ~ 20 * 1052 926 o8 200 AF BREUE HEes 4501 A ¥elzhe 40
0 ~ 1t s oo e 1no | AWGE 2% 6%l T5BQL3%LE Addste
o ~ 59 w5 - 46 s 100 STl 5% (16:9%), 83l 5L& (14.8%), 123 13K
60 ~ 319 318 o3 gy ) 4B (12094 el sl et
BHZE BFIAL 9H, 6%, 12~13%, 8H K
- _ — T gQel £TAAE 6F, 8% OF, 12~13H8) kLol
Total 4017 3901 7918 100.0  glch
% 07T 88 %0 BLESH 7o) R B BRBEO) Y I8 L BREMS,
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Table 4. Distribution of cases by sex and dis-- -

ease classification

Classification™  pale  Female  Total %
1 16 9 25 7.3
2 2 4 1.2
3~ 4 4 2.6
5 3 7 2.0
6 30 43 73 21.3 -
7 9 3 12 3.5
8 23 28 51 14.8
9 33 25 58 16.9
10 1 5 6 1.8
11 - 13 13 3.8
12~13 25 16 41 12.0
14 — — - -
15 1 — 1 0.3
16 5 5 10 2.9
17E 3 4 2.0
17N 3 1 4 1.2
Not clear 8 14 22 6.4
Total 168 175 343 100.0
% 49.0 51.0
Code No. Disease classification
1 Infectious and parasitic disease
2 Neoplasms
3~ 4 Allergic, endocrine system, metabolic
and nutritional disease and blood, In
blood forming organs disease.
5 Mental psychoneurotic and personality
disorders
6 Disease of the nervous system and
sense organs
7 Disease of the circulatory system
Disease of the respiratory system
9 Disease of the digestive system
10 Disease of the genito-urinary system
11 Deliveries and complications of pregn-
ancy, child-birth puerperium
12~13 ‘Disease of the skin and cellular tissue
& bone and organs movement
14 Congenital malformations
15 Certain diseases of early infancy

16 Symptoms, senilityand ill-defined con-
ditions '

17E Accidets, poisoning and violences

17N A Ry # (injuries)
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Table 5. Number of cases by sex and age groups and types .of medical care .

Sex Hospita- Out-

Drug

Herb Home & folk. Total

Rate of hosp.

T Bk REE REEED #FSdded oe
H#ELTE vl % EESA g Hifre) v

=

lization clinic store drug medicine utilization
Male " 32 21 33 6 76 168 31.5
Female 26 16 51 17 65 175 24.0
Total 58 37 84 23 141 343 27.8
% 16.9 10. 8 24.5 6.7 41.1
Age groups
0— 4 4 7 7 0 6 24 45.8
5— 9 5 4 8 0 10 27 33.3
10—19 8 6 7 2 11 34 41.2
20~29 6 1 10 0 14 31 22.6
30~39 14 4 18 2 17 55 32.7
40~49 3 5 11 6 23 48 16.7
50~59 8 5 9 6 15 43 36.2
Over~60 10 5 14 7 45 81 18.5
Total 58 37 84 23 141 343
Table §. Number of cases by types of medical care and disease classification
Classification Hospita~ Out- - Drug Herb  Home& folk Total Rate of
code No. lization clinic store drug medicine hosp. utilization
1 2 ) 9 -1 -8 25 - 28.0
2 3 0 1 0 0 4 75.0 -
3~ 4 1 0 5 0 3 9 1.1
5 1 1 0 0 5 7 28.6
6 10 5 23 9 26 73 20.5
7 1 3 1 0 7 12 33.3
8 9 7 11 3 21 51 31. 4
9 10 5 15 3 25 58 25.9
10 4 0 2 0 0 6- 66.7
11 3 1 2 2 5 13 30.8
12~13 4 4 10 2 21 41 19.5
14 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
15 0 0 0 1 0 1 0
. 16 3 0 1 1 5 10 30.0
17E 2 0 0 0 5 7 28.6
17N -3 1 0 0 -0 4 100. 0
Not clear 2 5 4 1 10- 22 31.8
" Total 58 37 84 23 141 343
. 16.9 10. 8 24.5 6.7 41.1
©F BART B E A EHAAE KR # o iR E RERY FRER o+ fHAe)
=2

fe R FIAE/FEAA 0~4ikREe] 45.8% FIA
ke AL P RER BHY WEEHE FEECT
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Table 7. Number of cases by types of medical care and prognosis

Home & folk

: Hospita- Out- Drug Herb Rate of hosp.
Prognosis lization clinic store * " drug medicine Total% utilization
Better or cured 21 11 15 1 7 55 16.0 58.2
Treating now 8 6 20 5 19 58 17.0 24. 1
Recurrent 6 5 8 3 8 30 8.7 36.7
Worse - 11 5 12 6 23 57 16.6 28. 1
Unknown 12 10 29 8 84 143 41.7 15. 4
Total . 58 37 84 23 141 343 27.7
% 16.9 10.8 24.5 6.7 41.1
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