RBEBESE B
Kor. J. Env. Hilth. Soec.

Vol. 4, No. 1, 13~22 1977

ZEI REY 7t BEERS ARAS T2 B

AEMAN — EXPYES BEREA B

A ERBH REXRE
R’ # R

i RER

A Study on the Health Status of Some Industrial Workers in Seoul.

Sea Jung Oh,
School of Public Health, Seoul National University.

Abstract

In an attempt to evaluate working conditions and hazardous environmental factors, a survey on
health problems was conducted for 721 employees from 18 industrial plants in Young Dung Po and
Sung Dong districts of Seoul in the period from May 1975 to Feb, 1976.

The questionnaire and survey was inclusive of all illnesses known as most common to industrial
workers (according to the report by Korea Industrial Health Association) of this country and envi
ronmental factors pointed out by the workers.

The results were as following.

1. The over whelming majority of complaints were psychiatric, ear,eye, and digestive disorders.

2. Those whose work time is the longest have a propotionately higer incidence of complaints esp-
ecially in eye,ear, neuromusculoskeletal, and neurosensory systems.

3. In females whose occupational history is relatively short, a higher incidence of digestive and
ckin section disorders was noted and this is especially true among those working in night shift.

4. Among machinery industry workers, most complaints were of eye, ear, and neuro musculoskel-
etal disturbances, and this fact seems to be closely related to physical over works.

5. Dust and noise were pointed out by the largest number of workers as undisirable conditions in
work environment.

6. Distribution of complaints are closely related to the type of industry, and in comparison with
the result reported by Korea Industrial Health Association in 1972, the prevalence rates of occ-

upational disorder were similar in our study,
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Table i. Sex distribudon of workers by duration of
service,

Male | Female | Total

Years of No.a No | % { No | % No |
Servise -~ | L U
0.5-1 | 108 5.0, 149 20061 257 35.6
°-3 15 9.0 108 15.0 173 24.0
45 { 93 1220 2 4.3 1 1n.2
6-7 | o o6 13 L8 8 114
89 | 45;‘ 6.4i 6 0.8 52 7.2
ns b 32 46 0 0 33} |
Total | 414 57.5 207 425 72 100
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Fig. 1. Sex distribution of workers by duration of

service.
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Table 2. Complaints on the questionnaire
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| environmental stress ¥ BROBES PRsY) A & 65 KM 49
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inadquency £uhe HEo R BES &6 Abege
l depression
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rma T eration
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hearing disturbance 2 A Fx s A9 HWAel 5.7%(F 20.3%, A
tinit
R 31.4%) WL WA 51.2%7 50% HLS 4oz o
fatigability 2ol PR Bl A 46.0%, Rl A 36.8%, K
CARDIOVASCULAR | dizziness o faintness MEBAA 34.0%0 Rz, LW mEHEBC 16.4%%.
yanicose vemn A b de WHEE el
itting ed
piiine edema - Sish ol el MR MW TERC 2
‘ recurrent coughing sputum HE SREe] 3o AL 10714 $u L4 FEw B,
RESPIRATORY | freavent cold 10727 §%39HE BE, ABERREYE BE 2
i asthma (allergic) dw ok HE KK B T mad % ou How
| chest discomfort o o ' ) §
j e A R AT oty 9k A% BRT 4%
motor weakness or paralysis 9 e},
NEUROMUSCULO- | Pack pain AW AL T2 Wk i EE TR MM
SKELETAL }f‘f*hra}“%‘a st AL 1»4» ol HE LE MR EEML ¥
| nevralela A 3 ol FlAL WEL BB MBS HEY
© nausea and vomiting 2 }‘ﬁfiﬁlji} 4 }y17ﬂ o} 4
DIGESTIVE ;, anorexia or indigestion ¥, A FREC WE 2L WHEE ABERRES
! diarrhea or constipation @ BEEES 6o RES YEd D Sz = K
o jcpimasicpain  magemes A% BUS BENAS BEO 43.7%, KR
Table 3. Distribution of complaints by section and length of service.
; zom. i porch ] T . T M
plaints] Psvchiat o ; euro- |
R rics Skin I Eye, Ear. } Cardul);ra Respirtory | masculo- } Digestive Average-
vears of | ' : scular | skeletal |
service 4 o i N S T
0. 51 137(53.3)]  102(39.7)| 101 (39 3)! 1104, 3/1 86(33.5)]  97(37.7)) 198052.7)]  96(37. 4)
2~3 92(53.2)  77(43.8) (50. 3)1 13(7.5)]  53(30.6)|  91(52.6 84(45.0)| 71(46.0)
4~5 0 T9(63.7)  37(20.8) 68f54 & 312 o 56(45.2) 39(31.5)  57(46.0)| 52(42.3)
6~7 | 39(47.6)]  10012.2)]  55(67.1)  28(34.1), 26(3L.7)|  38(36. 3 27(32.9)) 32(38.9)
8~9 | 34(65.4)|  12(23.1)]  36(69.2)]  23(44. 2‘) 30(57.7)  40(76.9)  40(76.9) 31(59.0)
05 | 1967.5) 7212 2678 8)1 12(36.5 @20 27681, sw* 24{72.7) 18(55.8)
Total | 400055, 5!  oa5a4. o)] 37351, m 118(16. 4\ 265(36.8)  332(46. Of 366(52. 1] 300(41.6)
o MV’ME; the parenthesis are the pertentaée of con"pla;;;t; to the total numbcr of persons m> »thw(mngroup uﬁ

same length

of service.
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Fig. 2. Comparison of complaints by section and length of service.
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Table 4. Comparison of complaints of length of service and sex (unit: %)

X\~ Complaints a1
\\ . Psychiatric Skin Eye. Ear. | Respiratory ajleo";f(oexl?tl:f Circulator Digestive
Years _ Sex T | ) I -
of Service T~—__ M l w M ‘ w ‘ M | w M ; w M i w M w M w
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8~9 65.2] 66.7 21.7) 33.3 69.6 66. 7l 60.9] 33.3 76.1] 83.31 47.8 16.70 60.9 33.3

10:= 57.5 0 21.2 0 78.8 0‘,- 36.5 0 42.4 0f 81.8 ol 72.7 0
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Table 5. Distribution of complaints by industry

\\ Complamts l T ) B T N ! “77-: »—.' ﬁ
Industry ! Psychxatnc Skin ( Eye, Ear I Sfcr&';’; ‘ Respiratory Eﬁ;&a‘; Digestive
Textile ‘, 92(58. 6)1 ’1(19 ﬂ 71(47 8) 24(15. 3}! 8.7(54.1) u2<33 1\ 99(63 1,
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Foods | 62047 3 49374 50(58.2) 27(20.6) 4131 48(36.6)  85(64.9)
Chemical processors | ”'3(49. 3)] 64(43 2)) 69(40 6) 18(12 2), 47(31 8\] 67(45. 3)} 5a(37 2)
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Fig. 3. Distribution of complaints by industry.
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Table 6. Hazardous conditions of work environment, frequency of complaints by mdustry
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