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A Study on Log Houses of Nari Village in Ulleung Island

Summary ;

Ulleung island, lying about 44 kilometers off the
eastern coast of Korean peninsula, is volcanic island.
It is about 71 square kilometers in its area.

This paper is a cultural geographical study on log
houses of Nari village in Ulleung island based wupon
field survey during winter 1976. The object of this
study is to clarify the first appearance of log house
in Korean peninsula and Ulleung island, and how
it was transformed in Nari village according to diff-
erent environment from peninsula.

The first seitlers arrived on Nari village about
eighty years ago from Kangwon Province of Korea
They built log houses at first with logs which were
cut by axes. The log houses were generally roofed
with shingles weighted by stones. However the log
houses have been transforming into mud wall houses,
since wood cutting were prohibited without permission
of the authorities. The roofage made of wood is
gradually changing into that of thatch or zinc plate.

According to old Chinese records and old log tumulus,
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the author regards, the first appearance of log house
in Korea might be in A.D 1—2 centuries, and the
first spread of log houses in Korea might be related
to the transmission of culture of iron age from north
China to southern Korean peninsula. Because the log
houses could be built with lumber since iron axes
were popularly used as wood-cutting tool.

The basic log house plan is rectangular in its shape,.
divided into three and four sections. The elements
of house plan include a kitchen, two rooms and a
barn or a stable. Log house was enclosed throughout
year with UDEKI of reed wall which is an equipm-
ent of protection from deep snow in winter and from
rain in summer. UDEKI provides the working space
in the house during deep snow season at the same:
time.

Reed as the materials of UDEKI is gradually sub-
stituted for thin board and zinc plate.

The arrangement of buildings in a site is commo-
nly formed in shape. Consequently all functional spaces
in the house are centered on only a main log house
because the dwellers should live their winter life in

the house during deep snow season,
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