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=Abstract=

The Managment of Postpneumonectomy Empyema According to
Modified Clagett’s Precedure

—Report of Four Cases—

S.S. Choi* M.D., J.H. Lee* M.D.,
H.S. Yoo* M.D.

J.H. Kang* M.D.,
Y.S. Yoo* M.D.,

The management of infection occurring in the space which remains after removal of lung pre-
sents considerable difficulties both for the patient and the surgeon. We have during the past
oneyear, developed a procedure, which has been suscessfully applied in 4 cases of postpneumone-
ctomy empyema by modification of Clagett’s procedure. -All their underlying lung diseases were
pulmonary tuberculosis. The diagnosis of postpneumonectomy empyema was confirmed by thora-
centesis, and bacteriologic cultures were obtained in all patients. Dead space thoracis was irrig-
ated with various kind of antiseptic Solutions and debrided, filled with antibiotics saline soluti-

ons. The patients had a smooth post operative course except one case and was discharged from

the hospital on the 3 weeks post-operative day in average.
The failure case was wound leaking & redeveloped empyema, & waiting for reoperation.
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