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A Study on Knowledge and Attitude of Housewives toward Health
Care and Antibiotics in a Rural Area

Soon Ki Kim, M.D.

Dept. of Preventive Medicine, Medical College, Ewha Woman’s University
(Directed by Professor. Youn Choul Koo)

A study was conducted during the period of August 13 to August 18, 1974 to obtain information
on knowledge and attitude of the rural area housewife toward health care and antibiotics using.
Interviewed 242 housewives dwelling in Soodong and Hwado Myun, Yangju Gun, Kyunggi Do, a
typical rural area in Korea and the following results are obtained:

1. Of 242 housewives interviewed, 20.2% were illiteracy, 68.2% was graduated from primary
school, 9.1% from middle school and 2.5% from high school.

2. Of those interviewed, 8.7% were Christian, 5.0% Bueldist, 2,9% Confucianism, and 83.4%
of those were no religious preference,

3. Utility rate according with the kind of mass media in home was 85.1% of respondants
possessed radio, 16.1% of magazine, 12.8% of newspaper, and 4.1% of television.

4. In the case of patients occure in a family, 13.0% out of 242 respondants had chosen physi-
ctan’s clinics for inicial medical care place, 58.4% drug stores, 0.9% herb medicine and 27.7% of
those had chosen folk medicine at home.

5. Antibiotics effective complaints listed by the respondants were skin diseases with 43. 8%, sup-
purated wound 30.0%, URI like symptoms 18.2%, diarrhea 14.5%, low back pain 12.9%, fever
6.2%, loss of appetite 3.3%, all kind of diseases 2.5%, urethral discharge 2.1% and tuberculosis
0. 8% respectively. .

6. Only 14.7% of respondants had obtained antibiotics for medical care from physician’s clinics
and 85.3% of the respondants had obtained antibioties from drug store (70.7%), village shop
(10.4%), and salesmen in street market without any physician’s prescription,

7. Eighty-nine percent of the respondants were understanding on patient care activity as the
local health subcenter but only 11.0% of those on M.C.H., 29.0% of those on family planning,
21% on vaccination, and only 6.6% on tuberculosis control activity.

8. Utility rate of the local health subcenter was 71.9% out of the patients indicated medical
care of medical facilities.
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Table 1. Educational Background

. Number of
Eductaion level respondants Percent
Illiteracy 49 20.2
Primary school 165 68.2
Middle school 22 9.1
High school 6 2.5
Total 242 100.0
Table 2. Religion
.. Number of
Religion respondants Percent
Christian 21 8.7
Buddhist 12 5.0
Confucianism 7 2.9
No religion 202 83.4
100.0

Total 242

Table 3. Possession of Mass Media

Possession Non-possession

Mass media

Number Percent Number Percent

Radio 206 85.1 36 14.9
Magazine 39 16.1 203 83.9
Newspaper 31 12.8 211 87.2
Television 10 4.1 232 95.9
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Table 4. Incicical Medical Care Place Chosen by Respondants

Sickness Physicians’ Clinic Drug store Herb medicine Folk medicine at home
Diarrhea (child) 25.2 56.6 0.6 17.6
(adult) 15.1 65.4 1.3 18.2
URI like symptoms 14.5 64.2 — 21.3
Low back pain 4.4 30.8 2.5 62.3
Furuncle 12.6 67.3 0.6 19.5
Eye rash 5.7 73.6 ~— 20.7
Toothache 13.8 51.0 1.3 33.9
Average 13.0 58.4 . 0.9 27.7
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Table 5. Antibiotics Effective Complaints Listed
by Respondants

Disease yeléglobrfé agfcs Percent
Skin disease 106 43.8
Suppurated wound 71 30.0
URI like symtoms 44 18.2
Diarrhea 35 14.5
Low back pain 31 12.9
Fever 15 6.2
Loss of Appetite 8 3.3
All kind of diseases 6 2.5
Urethral dischange 5 2.1
Tuberculosis 2 0.8

Table §. Antibiotics Obtained place by Respon-
dants

Number of

, Obtained Place respondants Percent
Physicibns’s clinic 31 14.7
Drug store 149 70.7
With out IVillage shop 22 10.4

Physician’s .

prescriptionl Salesman in market 9 4.2
Sub-total ) 180 85.3
Total 211 100.0
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Table 7. Knowledge on Activities of Local Health
Subcenter

*Number of

Main Activities respondants Percent
Patient care 215 89.0
M.C.H. 25 10.0
Family planning 69 29.0
Vaccination 51 21.0
T.B. Control 16 7.0°

*Qut of 242 respondants

Table 8. Utilization of Local Health Subcenter

Facilities i\re l;gi)brfé a(r)xfc s Percent
Local health subcenter 174 71.9
Other medical facilities 68 28.1
Total 242 100.0
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