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Reorganization of myun health care service is one of the main issues in health care delivery in
rural Korea. The fundamenta, concept of the role and function of the myun health subcenter is that
it is the basic unit of rural health care service and is to provide comprehensive health care service
through the integration of curative and preventive services.

The aim of this study is to analyze the patterns of curative activities in the myun health subcenter
in terms of the most prevalent types of diseases, necessary diagnostic methods and required equipm-
ent, types of treatment, necessary drugs and materials, and finally the cost of curative services.

The population on which this study was done was the 1596 patients who visited the two myun
health subcenters (Sunwon Myun and Naega Myun) in Kang Wha County, the area of the Yonsei
University Community Health Teaching Project, during period from May 1, 1975 to June 10, 1976.
For the patient’s record in the clinic, problem oriented medical records were used.

Decisions regarding the disease classification, the diagnostic methods used and selection of the most
appropriate and adequate medical treatment were made by a group of three experienced physicians
after reviewing the medical records which had been written by public physicians who were treating
patients in the study area. The records were reviewed by resident staff members of the Department
of Preventive Medicine, of Yonsei University College of Medicine.

A brief summary of results of the study is as follow:

1. 29.9% of the patients who visited the clinics were ages between 0-4. No sex difference was
observed among patients less than 20 years of age. However, among patients over 20 years old, fem-
ales predominated. Thus it is evident that the majority of patients were either children or mothers
and grandmothers.

2. ‘The distance from the individual villages to the myun health subcenter was one of important
factors in determining the ratio of clinic visits. However, other factors such as the activities of the
health workers also affected the rates sﬁbstantially.

3. The most common 25 diseases comprised 90.2% of all the diseases recorded. Acute respiratory
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infection (25.5%), Skin (12.7%), diarrheal diseases (6.8%), neuralgia and back pain

(4.9%) and

all other injuries (3.9%) were the five most common diseases.

4. Of all the diseases diagnosed and treated, 9.2% required simple laboratory tests for dlagnosxs,

6.5% required X-ray examination,
examination.

and altogether 13.6% required either laboratory test or X-ray

5. Treatment and management of 42.0% of the cases could be accomplished with simple, inexpen-

sive drugs, 12.8% required the use of more expensive drugs (mostly antibiotics) .and injections were.

required in 19.7% of the cases. Minor surgery and referral were necessary in 5% of the cases,

6. The cost for diagnosis and treatment was estimated with a standard which was set by general

concensus. The average cost of diagnosis was 144 per case and the cost of treatment was 726 per

case, The Total average cost per visit was 870.
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Table 1. Number of Patient by Age and Sex
" Age group Male (%)* % Female (%) % Total (%) %
0 94 (54.0) 13.8 80 (46.0) 8.7 174 (100.0) 10.9
1—4 148 (48.7) 2L.7 156 (51.3) 17.0 304 (100.0) 19.0
5—14 138 (54.5) 20.3 115 45.5) 12.6 253 (100.0) 15.9
15—24 61 (36.1) 9.0 108 63.9) 11.8 169 (100.0) 10.6
25—44 115 (30.3) 16.9 264 (67.7) 28.9 379 (100.0) 23.7
45—64 78 (37.00 1.5 133 (63.0) 14.5 211 (100.0) 13.2
65+ 47 (44.3) 6.9 59 (655.7) 6.4 106 (1060.0) 6.6
Total 681 (42.7) 100.0 915 (57.3) 100.0 1,596 (100.0) 100.0
* () : row-wise %
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Table 2. Number of Patient Visit by Distance from Village
Distance 1) Number of 2) Number of 3) Number of 4) 1/3 5) 2/3*
from area patient patient visit population
Near 729 1,409 3,598 20.3 39.2
Intermediate 365 649 3,843 9.5 16.7
Remote 443 750 5, 309 8.3 14.1
Other myun 59 92 — —_— —
Total 1,596 2, 900 12,750 12.5 22.7

* p<0.001.
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Table 3. Most Common 25 Diseases seeing at the Health Subcenters in Kang Wha Gun
Order C—li(slt Disease category Number % Cum. %
code
1. 39 Acute respiratory infections 492 25.5 25.5
2. 59 Infections of skin and subcutaneous tissue 134 6.9 32.4
3. 3 Enteritis and other diarrhoeal diseases 132 6.8 39.2
4. 60 Other diseases of skin and subcutaneous tissue 111 58 "45.0
5. 72 Neuralgia, myalgia and back pain 95 4.9 49.9
6. 70 All other injuries 76 3.9 53.8
7. 55 Other disease of genito-urinary system 72 3.7 57.5
8. 30 Otitis media and mastoiditis 68 3.5 61.0
9. 51 Other diseases of digestive system 65 3.4 64.4
10. 71 Acute gastritis 63 3.3 67.7
11. 47 Peptic ulcer 42 2.2 69.9 -
12. 65 Other specified and ill-defined diseases 42 2.2 72.1
13. 73 Family planning (including M.R.) 37 1.9 74.0
14. 74 Headache 37 1.9 75.9
15. 4 Tuberculosis of respiratory system 34 1.8 77.7
16. 75 Fever 34 1.8 79.5
17. 42 Bronchitis, emphysema and asthma 32 1.7 81.2
18. 27 Psychosis and non psychotic mental disorders 28 1.5 82.7
19. 34 Hypertensive disease 28 1.5 84.2
20. 31 O‘cher~ diseases of nervous system and sense organs 26 1.3 85.5
21. 28 Inflammatory diseases of eye 25 1.3 86.8
22. 77 Pregnancy 20 1.0 87.8
23. 19 All other infective and parasitic diseases 16 0.8 88.6
24. 45 Other diseases of respiratory system 16 0.8 89. 4
25. 52 Nephritis and nephrosis 16 0.8 50.2
26. all others 185 9.8
Total 1,930 100.0
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Table 4. Most Common 10 Diseases by Sex

Male Female
Disease category % Disease ecategory %

U.R. 1 29.4 - U.R.L 22.6

Skin infection 8.1 Skin disease 6.3

Enteritis 7.7 Enteritis . 6.2

Injuries 6.3 Neuralgia & back pain 6.1

Skin disease 5.0 Skin infection ' 6.1

Gastritis 4.0 G-U infection 6.0

Otitis media 3.8 G-I trouble 3.7

Neuralgia & back pain 3.3 Otitis media 3.3

G-1 trouble 2.9 Family planning 3.3

Tbc. of resp. 2.3 Gastritis 2.7

Fever 2.3 All others 33.7

All others 24.9

Total @2 | dton
Table 5. Most Common 10 Diseases by Age Group

0 1—4 25—44 65+
Disease category % Disease category % Disease category % Disease category %,
U.R. 1. 48.0 U.R.L 39.5 U.RL 10.4 U.R.L 12.5
Enteritis 20.6 Enterititis 14.3 G-U infection 9.0 Neuralgia & back pain 10.9
Skin infection 5.5 Skin infection 11.7 Neuralgia & back pain 7.8 Chr. obst. resp. dis. 6.3
Otitis media 5.1 Skin disease 8.8 Family planning 7.1 Dis. sensory & nerv. 6.3
Fever 4.7 Fever 4.2 Injuries 5.3 Tbc. of resp. 5.5
Skin disease 4.0 Otitis media 3.1 Skin infection 5.1 Skin disease 5.5
G-1 trouble 2.4 Gastritis 2.3 Peptic ulcer ‘4,6 Ill-defined dis. 5.5
Eye inflammation 2.0 Injuries 1.8 G-I trouble 4.4 C-V dis 4.7
Injuries 1.6 Parasite 1.8 Otitis media 3.7 Skin infection 4.7
Gastritis 0.8 G-I trouble 1.3 Peptic ulcer 3.9
Inte. obst. &hernia 0.8 Eye inflammation 1.3 G-I trouble 3.9
Other Thbe. 0.8 Ill-defined dis. 1.3
All others 3.5 All others 8.6 All others 38.2 All others 35.0
Total 100.0 100.0 100.90 100.0
(253) (385) (434) (128)
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Table §. Rates for Laboratory Test and X-ray Examination Indicated for the Diagnosis of Diseases
No. of No. of o

. Method acute cases % chronic cases % Total %
Neither 1,275 90.2 369 74.2 1,644 86.1

_ Lab. 91 6.4 46 9.3 137 7.2
X-ray 39 2.8 46 9.3 85 4.5

- Both 6 0.4 33 6.6 39 2.0
Unknown 2 0.1 3 0.6 5 0.3
Total 1,413 100.0 497 100.0 1,910 100.1
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Table 7. Types of Treatment Indicated in Myun Health Subcenter

No. of No. of o
Type acute cases % chronic cases % Total %
Consultation 126 8.0 101 20.3 227 11.0
Low cost drug 636 40.5 233 46.9 869 42.0
Expensive drug 211 13.4 53 10.7 264 12.8
Low cost injection 225 14.3 33 6.6 258 12.5
Expensive injection 127 8.1 22 4.4 149 7.2
Dressing 184 11.7 25 5.0 209 10.1
Simple surgery 40 2.5 0.4 42 2.0
Transfer after treatment 2 0.1 0.8 6 0.3
Transfer 17 1.1 24 4.8 41 2.0
Others 2 0.1 0 0.0 2 0.1
Total 1,570 100.0 497 100.0 2,067 100.0 .
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