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—Abstract—

A Prospective Study on Attitude of Professional Student toward Population
Related Issues in Korea

Kyung Sik Lee, R.N., M.P.H., Ph.D. and Hwa Joong Kim, R.N., M.P.H.
School of Public Health, Seoul National University

This study was a part of large scale of a prospective study on attitudes of professional stud-
-ents in ‘medicine, nursing and teaching toward population related issues in Korea.

The study was first conducted in May 1974 and then in May 1975 for the 1974 class cohot
-using a questionaire consisted of attitude scales and other items developed by Leel?.

The purpose of study was twohold, namely, to determine the difference in students among
specializations on one hand and between the first and second years in the 1974 class cohot regar—
«ding the subject matter.

A one-way analysis of variance was used for attitude scale, and absolute and relative frequency
were computed for the analysis of non-attitude scale items by employing Fishers’ Ratio and
Duncan’s multiple range test at 5% level and chi square test at 5% level as significance tests,

The hypothesis “students in health profession are more likely to have positive attitudes toward
population related issues progressively as class year advances than students in teaching profes-
'sion” was tested and the following results were obtained:

1) Nursing students were more likely to display favarable attitudes toward family planning
than medical or teaching students although the class cohot showed slightly negative improvement
in the second year. Medical and teaching students apperaed to have slightly improved attitudes
in the second year.

2) Respondents in general perceived national family planning program as a means of population
control and this tendency was more true among nursing students as the class year advances than
two other professional groups of students. Students in teaching profession appeared to perceive
it more as a means to improve individual family welfare while health students were likely to see
as to improve maternal and child health. This tendency was progressively improved as the class
year advanced.

3) The majority of students regardless of their respective specializations believed that family

planning program should be directed toward the improvement of individual family welfare. No



progressive changes in the class cohot were observed.

4) About the plan to use contraceptives in future, no singnificant differences were observed r
among different specializations nor in different class years. However, the majority was confirmed
to have a plan to use contracepives in future. An increasing proportion of the undecided category
was observed, as class year advanced among health students.

5) Students in health profession were found to bé more favorable about “more leisure opportu—
nities” as motive for limiting number of children whereas education students indicated the reasons.
as “facilitate ambitions” and “economic base”. The progressive changes toward positive direction
in both groups were observed as the class years advanced.

6) Attitudes toward induced abortions of the health students were oberved to be positively
related to class years while an inverse relationship was found in teaching students who showed
much less favor in the subject matter than health students. This phenomenon may be due to the
different exposure to learning environments unique to respective specializations.

7) Health students were found to have more favorable attitudes toward population education in
general than the teaching students. The teaching students appeared to have changed more to the
negative direction when they became the second year while no such development was cbserved
in health students. The teaching students seemed to hold a very conservative position with
regard to sex education in schools.

8) About the equality of sexes, the nursing group was found to be mest favorable while the
reverse was true in the teaching group. A change in the negative direction as the class year
advanced was found in the teaching group.

9) About questions related to fertility values~the 10 percent of respondents regardless of speci—
alization indicated that they would maintain their single status in future, however no change
was observed in the second year. The desired number of children was found to be two by the
majority of students in nursing, medicine and teaching in order of high proportion. No changes
in a different class year were cbserved. The childless marriage was sesen by nursing students
zs a problem more than other students, but a slight change in positive direction was found
when the nursing students became the second year..

In summing, as data supported in the above, students in health profession demonstrated more
faverable attitudes tl,oward population related issues than the teaching students and this tendency
became more apparent in the second year. It was noticed that health students were more conscious
about the health sspect of population and family planning program while the teaching students
gave more attention to the socioeconomic aspect. The sex variable scemed to have operated in
the item related to the equality of sexes. In conclusion, as data presented in the above, the
hypothesis of this study was accepted except in the few items. It should be noted that the
limitation of this study is the short duration of the observation in measuring the possible attitude
changes. It should include curriculum analysis for the respective specializations in order to inden-

tify the area of curriculum impact on students in future study.
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Table 1. Percentage and Frequency Distribution of Responses by Specialization*
in Years with Regard to Two-child Family**
Specialization Education Nursing Medicine Total
in years
1 st 2 nd 1 st 2 nd 1 st 2 nd 1 st 2 nd Total
Opinion year year year year year year year year
. 14 17 2 0 15 16 31 33 64
Strongly disagree 6.8 7.8 @5 ©  ©9 24 @) @D @4
. 43 35 9 8 32 19 84 62 146
Disagree ©L.0) (61 (L1 1000 (1.2 (147 (9.2 (146  (16.9
. 37 43 7 19 43 36 87 98 185
Undecided 8.0 (9.8 8.6 (3.8 (85 (7.9 (9.9 (250 (L4
A 97 96 57 44 £6 50 210 190 410
gree (47.3)  (44.2) (70.4) (55.0)  (37.1) (38.8) (48.1) (44.6)  (46.3)
14 26 6 9 5 8 25 43 68
Strongly agree 6.8 1200 (@4 (.2 33 62 6.7 1.1 7.9
Total 205 217 81 80 151 129 437 426 863
0 (100)  (100) (1000  (100) (100)  (1C%) (1000  (100) (100)
Significance N.S P<0.05 N.S N.8

Note: *p less than (.05, **Daughter-Son,

without Distinction: Stop at Two and Bring them up will.”
For each measure, the figure in the parenthesis is the percentage.

Table 2. Percentage and Frequency Distribution of Responses by Specialization* in Years
with Regard to Perceptions in the Purpose of the National Family Planning
Program in Korea
\Smci'alization Education Nursing Medicine Total
_in years .
) 1 st 2 nd 1 st 2 nd 1 st 2 nd 1 st 2 nd
Perceived purpok._ year year year year year year year year ) Total
Population check 18 107 55 60 81 96 254 263 517
for economic growth (67.6) (49.3) (67.9) (75.0) (63.6) (74.4) 58.1 61.7 59.9
Welfare of 58 62 13 15 28 10 99 87 186
individual families (28.3) (28.6) (16.00 (18 Q) (18.5) (7.8 22.7 20.4 21.6
Maternal and 17 23 10 4 20 17 37 29 66
child health 8.3) (10.6) (12.3) (5.0 (13.2)  (13.2) 8.5 6.8 7.6
12 22 7 1 22 6 0 3 3
Do not know 6.9 1.D 67 12 (146 &7 0 07 0.3
Toral 205 217 81 80 151 129 437 426 863
(100 (100) (100) (100) (100) (1009 100 100 100
Significance P>0.05 P>0.05 P<0.05 P<0.05

*p less than 0.05
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Table 8. Percentage and Frequency Distribution of Responses by Specialization* in Years
with Regard to Beliefs in the Family Planning Program in Korea

\Sgectill;zzlrosn B Education Nursing Medicine Total
1st | 2ad | 1st 2 nd 1 st 2 nd 1 st 2 nd
Believed P“TPM year | year | year | year , year | year | year ( year ( Total
Population _check 44 40 11 9 16 8 71 57 128
for economic growth (21.5) (18. 4) (13.6) 11.2) (10. 6) 6.2 (16.2)
Welfare of . 129 129 56 49 89 77 274 255 529
individual families 62.9 (69.5) (69.1) (61.2) 68.9 (9.7 (62.7)
Maternal and’ 24 23 9 17 29 35 62 75 137
child health 11.7) (10.6) 1.1 (21.2) (19.2) @27.1) (14.3)
8 25 5 5 17 9 30 35 65

Do not know 3.9 (L5 62 63 (L) 7.0 6.9

Total 205 217 81 80 151 129 437 422 859

100 (100) (100) (100) (100) (100)

Significance P <0.05 P>0.05 P>0.05 N.S

*p less than (.05

Table 4. Percentage and Frequency Distribution of Responses by Specialization* in Years
with Regard to Plan for use of Contraceptives

\Speciiilif’ixgirzn Education ‘ Nursing Medicine Total
\ 1 st 2 nd ‘ 1 st 2 nd 1 st 2 nd 1 st 2 nd Total
Responses year year year year year year year year o
Yes 108 131 50 54 78 82 236 267 503
52.7) (60. 4) 61.7) 67.5) (51.7) (63.6) (54.0) 62.7) (58.3)
No 29 27 19 5 58 9 106 41 147
(14. 1) (12. 4) (23.5) 6.3) (38.4) (7.0) (24.3) (9.6) 17.0)
s 68 59 12 21 15 38 95 118 213
Undecided 33.2) @2 (48 (262 (9.9 (9.5 QL7 QL7 @47
Total 205 217 81 80 151 129 437 4% 865
(100) (100) (100) (100) (100) (100) (100) 100) (100)
Significance P>0.05 P<0.05 P<0.05 P <0.05

*p greater than (.05
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Table 5. Percentage and Frequency Distribution of Responses by Specialization* in Years
) with Regard to Motives for Limiting Family Size
Sp“i&]i;igrosn Education Nursing Medicine Total
1 st 2 nd 1 st 2 nd 1 st 2 nd 1 st 2 nd Total
Motives year year year year year year year year
. se 8 15 1 0 17 5 26 20 46
Facilitate ambitions 3.9 6.9 (12 © L) 69 69 @n 6.3
Be?ter iob of 100 93 54 43 75 53 229 189 418.
child rearing (48.8) (42.9) (66.7) (63.7) (49.7) (41.1) (52.4) (44.4) (48. 4)
More leisure 26 35 13 20 24 33 63 88 151
opportunity (12.7)  (16.1) (16.00 (25.0) (15.9) (25.6) (14.4) (20.D) (17.5)
: 34 31 4 4 8 9 46 44 90-
Economic base (16.6) (14.3) (4.9) (5.0 (5.3) (7.0) (10.5) (10.3) (10.4)
, 6 2 2 7 11 14 19 23 42.
Mother’s health 2.9) (0.9) (2.5) (8.8) (7.3)  (10.9) 4.3) (5.4) (4.9)
Avoid over 28 36 7 5 14 13 49 54 103
population (13.77  (16.6) (8.6) (6.3 (9.3 (0.1 (. 2) (12.7) (11.9)
3 5 0 1 2 2 8 13
Other reasons 1.5 (2.3) (©) 1.2) 1.3) (1.6) (1.1) 1.9 1.5)
Total 205 217 81 80 151 129 437 426 863
(100) (100) (100) (100) (100 (100) (100) (100) (100)
P>0.05 P>0.05 P>0.05 P>0.05

Significance

*p less than (.05



Table 6. Percentage and Frequency Distribution of Responses by Specialization* in Years
with Regard to the Intention to remain Single in Future
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Significance P>0.05 P >0.05 P >0.05 P>0.05
*p greater than 0.05
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Table 7. Percentage and Frequency Distribution of Responses by Specialization®
with Regard to Desired number of Children in Family

in Years

Speciizrilliszfz;;irc;n i Education ‘ Nursing Medicine Total
1 st 2 nd ) 1 st 2 nd 1 st 2 nd 1st | 2nd l Total
No. of children year year | year year year | year | year I year a
9 11 0 4 12 10 21 25 46
Do not want any @y G © 6.0 7.9 7.8 48  ¢.9 6.3
8 13 2 5 3 6 13 24 37
One (3.9 6.0 (2.3) 6.3 (2.0 @7 (3.0 (5.6) 4.3)
73 85 46 53 58 52 177 190 367
Two (35.6) (39.2) (56.8) (66.2) (38.4) (40.3) (40.5) (44. 6) (42.5)
81 74 22 12 50 37 153 123 276
Three (39.5) - (34.1) (7.2 (5.0 (33D (287 (35.0) (289  (32.0
12 18 6 3 12 8 30 29 59
Four 5.9 (8.3) (7.4 3.7 7.9 6.2) 6.9 6.8 6.8)
. 30 16 5 3 16 16 43 35 78
Five or more .8 @4 62 @67 Q06 125 0.7 82 9.0
. 205 217 81 80 151 129 37 456 863
Total (100 (100) (100) (100) (100) (100) (100) (100) (100)
Significance P>0.05 P>-0.05 P>0.05 P>0.05
*p less than 0.05
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Table 8. Percentage and Frequency Distribution of Responses by Specialization* in Years
with Regard to Ideal Number of Children in Family

—__ Specialization . . . i
in years Education Nursing i ‘ Medicine Total
1 st 2 nd 1 st 2 nd ‘ 1 st ‘ 2 nd 1 st 2 nd } Total
No. of children year year year year year year year year

\ 5 10 0 0 5 5 10 15 25
None 2.4 &6 3.3 (3.9 (2.3) @5 2.9
One 7 6 2 5 10 6 19 17 36
B4 (28 @25 63 6.6) (47 (4.3 4.0 (4.2

Two : 63 83 37 47 61 62 161 192 353
(G0.7 (382 (457 (58.7)  (40.4 (8.1 (36.8 451  (40.9)

Thres 98 93 40 22 56 42 194 157 351
* (47.8) (42.9) (49.4) (27.5) (37.1) (32.6) (44.4)  (36.9)  (40.7)
Four 14 14 2 6 9 6 2% 26 51
6.8 6.5 (2.5 (7.5 60 @D 67 6.1 (5.9
- 18 11 0 0 10 8 28 19 47
Five or more 8.8 6.1 6.6 63 63 (44 GO
Total 205 217 81 80 151 129 437 426 863
{100) {1000  (100)  (100) (100)  (100)  (100) (100)  (100)

‘Significance P>0.05 P <0.05 P>0.05 P>0.05

*p greater than (.05

Table 9. Percentage and Frequency Distribution of Responses by Specialization* in Years
with Regard to Childless Marriage

Specialization : . . .
in years Education Nursing Medicine Total
1 st \ 2 nd 1 st 2 nd 1 st 2 nd 1 st 2 nd ! Total
‘Responses year year year year year year year year l

. 22 23 2 8 16 18 40 49 89
No reaction (10.7)  (10.6)  (2.5) (10.0)  (10.6) (14.0)  (9.2)  (11.5) (10.3)
. 136 128 73 54 82 €8 291 250 541
Would be a problem 5575y (5970)  (90.1) (67.5) (54.3) (52.7) (66.0) (58.7)  (62.7)
- 47 66 6 18 53 43 106 127 233
No problem 22.9)  (30.4) (7.4 (22.5) (36.1) (333 (243 (9.8  27.0)
Total 205 217 81 80 151 129 437 426 853
(100) (100) (100) (100) (100) (100) (100) (160) (100)

‘Significance P>0.05 P <0.05 P>0.05 P>0.05

*p greater than 0.05
Hel Ak fReri BEE 23 deke A

ol
=)

=3 ol fEAE 2RE 352 Duncan’s multiple Range

olth. o]Ato 7 Mo} “EHERIS EEBR BEAEL test 2 HMERE I3y o 2F FEEH B84
HiKE BB ADHES o BRT ZHolthe £ (165.9%) MfiAE 8457 (13.5) BEN 824 %
EHe FoEg o), “FHRER S BER BASS [ 2o} (13.82) BLFE%d st v THAq oz o
HkSB BEEET 184 duct 28g0] Feiq An TP <0.05). = 27 304 2e b o] &
HES O BRT Aol BAAL Haomozs  RATE WAy FUEE HEs 2w ERA 2% R
2839} HLER 850l HEH MfAE S4T30 e
) REfiE 89 3 J5% ¢ 4 A (P<0.05). £
BREFA et BE g5z we HE 3“2 Jue EEED dol B
FzFgl A% MES dob 27 A3 AFHEE 4 giq) mEge] Hoio el st BRI HHAS
BRE MRS BERES @MASt WENAT BR masao] 184 wmuc) 2840 o4 FHEmel B
FBEEY BLF% 9T MEHEE EHT # EE ez dgleh(P<0.05). Vo= ZE FHEd)
Analysis of Variance & #EMste] BrBEoT #BE A 2 HEgrie B45 2R: ot A= Jdeygd
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Table 10. Percentage and Frequency Distribution of Responses by Specialization* in Years
with Regard to the Number of Children in a Large Family
\Speciiz;liszs;ir%n Education Nursing Medicine Total
” 1 st 2 nd 1 st 2 nd 1 st 2 nd 1 st 2 nd
No. of Chﬂm vear l year year year year year year year l Total
2 4 3 1 5 5 10
None o 1.8 @0 ©8 @) @) W
One 1 6 0 2 1 8 9
0.5) 2.8 (0 (1.6 0.2 (1.9 0.9
Two 1 9 1 1 1 0 3 10 13
0.5 4.1) (1.2) (1.2) 0.7 (0 0.7 (2.3) (1.5)
Three 10 11 1 5 7 3 18 19 37
4.9 (5.1 (1.2 6.3 4.6) (2.3) 4.1 4.5) 4.3
Four 45 50 21 25 27 44 93 119 212
(22.0)  (23.0) (25.90 (31.3) (17.99 (4.1 21.3)  (27.9 (24.6)
Five 83 83 42 37 69 49 194 169 363
(40.5)  (38.2) (51.99 (46.2) (45.7) (38.0) 44.49  (39.7) (42.1)
Six 28 25 10 5 27 17 65 47 112
(13.7  (11.5) (12.3) 6.3) (17.9 (13.2) (14.9)  (11.0) (13.0)
Seven 15 18 5 6 7 6 27 30 57
(7.3 8.3 6.2) (7.5 (4.6) 4.7 6.2) (7.0) (6.6)
Eight 4 2 0 1 1 4 5 7 12
) (2.0) 0.9 (0) (1.2) 0.7 3. (1.1 1.6) 1.4
; 16 9 1 0 9 3 26 12 38
Nine ormore 79 @1y @) © 60 @3 69 @8 (@b
Total 16 9 81 80 151 129 437 426 863
(100) (100) (100) (1007 (100) (100) (100) (100) (100)
Significance P>0.05 P>0.05 P <0.05 P>0.05
*p greater than (.05
(P <0.05). Ard el vl RS LAY WEAA BES 1 e
“BHRER BAEo mERS Mifike B4EIC) = AL gom #EHA W gkt :7§ 01 o7te
BETS 5 HEREOS, BREGES, ooy g 2 ATE S & F e Bpged SRy BieE
e FAAE FESA 4ot (E 6 2H).

AEFA BRRE Aclele 7Mdel AdAez £835%E
ZAL R vElgton, BEd wE Sb: HATBGHS
< oEr Mg AR B49 BECT 840 L AFER
Wl Aoz Yelvde A-s BRashd fBEK 8
7t e Aoz veh, 284 w5t 1284 Huct 5
LF%d o FERelete Aol AAHA kgl
e chat KB

Wl MEBE B MEGHEE BEETan 2 K
HHgA A mae s BRAC.

BIEHE K BHo R Yl Sud BAS
Wik (11.2%-14.2%) 3 SThA (8.6%—10.9%) & 1
B v i) 2846 94 97 FAAFE 24 T

vL BREEB6%—7.5%) ¢ 47 #aE 2o FY
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T Aol =exto), 2845 Lelols gz Fo
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g Aolst ol& Heleba o A=A ul, 01»;&% e 10%
e 4% BAREE FHddE AL ) Ezd

&3

BFLR XK 74 ebd wlef o] “HEH® T
2 FrE WY 2 ek ERC MmREAE
EL 240 37.4%, 3% 36.7%, EBEBH BLE
249 39.3%, 340 31.1%c)9lo= FEEH 84
249 61.5%, 349 21.1%2 el BEBRH B8
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in Years

Table 11. Percentage and Frequency Distribution of Responses by Specialization*
with Regard to the Number of Children in a Small Family
Specgiliézgi%n Edcuation Nursing Medicine Total
No. of children 1 st 2 nd 1 st 2 nd 1 st 2 nd ] 1 st ‘ 2 nd ‘ Total
. year year vear year year year year year
None 10 15 3 3 13 8 26 26 52
“9 0.9 37 G (86 6.2 (6.9 (6.1 (6.0)
One 52 58 17 18 39 52 108 128 236
(25.4) (26.7)  (21.5) (22.5) (25.8)  (40.3) (24.7) (30.0)  (27.3)
Two 88 95 40 44 68 54 196 193 389
(42.9) (43.8)  (49.4) (55.0) (45.0)  (41.9) (44.9) (45.3)  (45.1)
Three 41 26 21 15 22 11 84 52 136
_ (20.0)  (12.00  (25.9) (18.8) (14.6) (185 (19.2) (12.2)  (15.8)
Four 3. 9? (4. ég) @. 0)3 (1.5)2 @. é)l @. é)Z @ %)3
Five or more @. 9)6 6. 5’ . 0? @G 231 @. %)2 @ }1)5 (3.512)7
Total 205 217 81 80 151 129 437 426 863
(1000 (100) (1000 (100)  (100) (100)  (100)  (100) (100)
Significance P>0.05 P>0.05 P>0.05 P <0.05
¥p greater a than 0.05
— 82— a2 —2e) Ko EREARl BA:Eo] 34.3%, WMEiAE BEE0] 26.8
TR %, FREE BAEE) 14.9%2 Yebsd. B 2
/0 RE FWEN S4EA 1845 quch 250 oo
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